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Prayer movement boosts 
Northeast Houston church

Religious liberty 
tallies major wins 
at Supreme Court

See PRAYER, 6 See SCOTUS, 11

See LORICK, 9

MOVIMIENTO DE ORACIÓN 
IMPULSA A LA IGLESIA DEL 
NORESTE DE HOUSTON

TEXAS
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By Erin Roach
TEXAN Correspondent

HUMBLE A prayer movement undergirding Northeast 
Houston Baptist Church for nearly all of the past year 
has led to record-setting growth and signs of health, 
pastor Nathan Lino said. 

“There have been hundreds of stories of people’s 
lives being changed, marriages being healed, bro-

By Michael Foust
TEXAN Correspondent

WASHINGTON, D.C. The U.S. Supreme Court issued 
a string of major victories for religious liberty  
during its 2020-21 term, even if it disappointed 
the faith-based community by refusing to hear  
a handful of cases.
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A prayer movement at Northeast Houston Baptist Church in 
Humble has left people eager for God’s presence, pastor Nathan 
Lino said. PHOTO BY DARRELL CHENEY 

God is writing a different 
headline for the kingdom 
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Q: You’ve had a long relationship with the SBTC.  
How’s it feel to be responsible for it all? 

Every day I wake up humbled and honored God has allowed  
me to do this with my family of churches;

I really can’t fathom why he’s chosen to be so good to  
me and allowed me to do this. It’s the greatest joy of my 

ministry to be able to serve the churches of the SBTC.
When I sit in this chair in this office and look out 

these windows, I remember that moment God 
called me to be a pastor of my first church  

at 24. I want to always remember feeling  
so grateful he allowed me to serve in  
that capacity and how he has graciously 
brought me to the place I am today. 

A conversation with SBTC Executive Director Nathan Lorick on his first day in the role.

By Gary Ledbetter | Editor
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SBTC DR teams assist 
storm survivors in Lamesa, 
migrant ministry in El Paso 
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A stranger who impersonally offends 
us from a distance has caused an of-
fense based on a great deal of igno-
rance on our part. If we apply Mat-
thew 6 to this, we admit that we desire 
that God, who knows us perfectly, will 
forgive our actual sins; but a relative 
stranger whose imagined sin is being 
more idiotic than we are gets no grace 
from us. We have experienced no ac-
tual injury from this stranger to jus-
tify such hard feelings. 

But there is also a category of those 
who do something more serious than 
just being wrong-headed. Not all of 
them have actually injured us, either. 
Should we forgive people for doing 
something that is objectively (from our 
perspective) wrong, but that only po-
tentially ever causes us loss? An easy 
application is the way we judge our po-
litical or denominational leaders. 

I am not actually diminished by 
the fact that Albert Mohler voted for 
Donald Trump in 2020 or that Russell 
Moore likely did not. I suffer no injury 
from the fact that some SBC leaders 
have a different opinion of Critical 
Race Theory or immigration reform 
than I do. That’s not to say these things 
don’t matter. I can, however, argue my 
side of the issue without assigning op-
ponents to permanent Purgatory. Dis-
agreeing with me about politics, the 
U.S. or the SBC, doesn’t make someone 
a heretic, a wicked person or a jerk. 

Some basic disagreements imply a 
whole slate of beliefs regarding lesser 
issues. I will not, for example, disagree 
with someone only over women pas-
tors, because our opinions grow out of 
different views of the nature of Scrip-
ture and, I think, of God. But our work-
aday differences often involve matters 
of taste or ill-informed opinion, not 
the nature of God. Even those who are 
wrong about the nature of Scripture 
have not necessarily done something 
to justify a personal grudge on my 

part. Everything is not my business to 
correct or punish, thank the Lord. 

Total condemnation is rarely the 
pertinent response to a person who is 
wrong. Someone who believes a wom-
an should be the pastor of a New Testa-
ment church will not be my pastor, my 
seminary professor or my SBC presi-
dent. But he can be a member of my 
church, my lunch date and my brother 
for eternity. I should be measured in 
determining how these things matter. 
I am not always. Sometimes this cross-
es the line into unforgiveness or even 
judgment—something that apparently 
offends God when I do it. 

It matters less to me every year that 
people will call this discernment “hate” 
or “compromise”; they are wrong. It is 
not hate to say that a brother or sister 
in Christ will not be my pastor because 
we disagree on an interpretation of 
Scripture. It is not compromise to be 
kind to them nonetheless. We can be 
kind when we have given others the 
grace to be wrong and forgiven them. 
On temporal matters we can be forgiv-
ing if we recognize that there is more 
than one sane opinion about nearly all 
political questions; I’m not so sure of 
mine that I’ll hate you for yours.

Of course, we must also forgive 
those who steal from us and lie about 
us. That’s not my main point here but 
it is the more difficult kind of forgive-
ness. More subtle is the habitual snap 
judgment that is more than a hot take 
on an idea, but is instead the hasty 
condemnation of a person for express-
ing an idea. I hope in this day when we 
can interact with the ideas of a million 
people, we’ll consider the command of 
God to forgive those who offend us un-
awares. Maybe we should also consid-
er the possibility that we are too easily 
outraged in the first place.  

The 
mandate 
to forgive 
the foolish

gledbetter@sbtexas.com
 @sbtexan

I t occurred to me the other 
day that most of the people  
I don’t like are those I’ve 

never met, or even been nearby.  
I don’t mean Joe Stalin or 
Saddam Hussein, but celebrities, 
living politicians who’ve not 
murdered millions, and pundits. 

Maybe developing strong opin-
ions of strangers is the hazard of an 
era when everyone has a chance to 
say more than they should to mil-
lions around the world. I’m a little 
embarrassed to have such antipathy 
toward those who’ve done no worse 
than being silly or wrong. 

How do you suppose Matthew 6: 
12, 14 applies to forgiving those who 
haven’t actually trespassed against 
us? I’ve always considered Jesus’ re-
peated references to forgiveness and 
its connection to how God forgives 
us a hair-raising aspect of his teach-
ing. He’s giving a dire warning that 
I’ve not taken seriously enough. 

Maybe you’re like me and harsh 
snap judgments are a family tradi-
tion. My grandfather was widely 
known as a man of strong opinions 
harshly stated. He was said to have 
crossed the street to avoid even 
walking past a politician he dis-
agreed with—and you thought that 
attitude was invented in 2016! He 
could, and I can, permanently cat-
egorize a stranger from a hundred 
yards away. Not sure if Grandpa 
considered that a bad habit; I do. 

Although I think Jesus was re-
ferring to the truly hard things to 
forgive—someone who steals from 
you or damages your reputation—it 
seems fair to apply it to all the peo-
ple we judge harshly for the sin of 
being foolish. It may be even more 
applicable when you think about it.  

F ROM THE EDITOR  Gary Ledbetter
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With sixth months to spare, the 
nation’s state legislatures have 
set an all-time record for pro-life 
legislation.

A July 1 report from the pro-choice 
Guttmacher Institute said 90 new 
pro-life laws have been enacted this 
year, beating the old record of 89 
from 2011. Many are being challenged 
in court. 

“In total, state legislatures have 
enacted 1,320 restrictions in the 
48 years since Roe was decided, 
including 573 restrictions enacted 
since 2011,” the report said. “This 
year, 90% of the enacted restrictions 
were adopted in states already 
considered to be hostile toward 
abortion rights.”

Although Guttmacher was 
bemoaning the news, pro-life 
activists were celebrating it. Michael 
J. New, a professor at the Catholic 
University of America, called the 
record “impressive.”

“The success pro-lifers are enjoying 
at the state level certainly bodes 
well for the future,” New wrote at 
NationalReview.com.

The new pro-life laws include near-
total bans on abortion in Arkansas 
and Oklahoma, and fetal heartbeat 
laws in Idaho, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina and Texas.

The U.S. Supreme Court is 
scheduled to hear a major case 
this fall about a Mississippi law 
that bans abortions after 15 weeks 
of a pregnancy. The 15-week limit 
is based on the fact that most 
abortions after 15 weeks involve the 
“use of surgical instruments to crush 
and tear the unborn child apart,” 
the text of the law says. If the law is 
upheld, it would be the biggest pro-
life legal victory since Roe v. Wade 
was decided. 

“There are currently six justices 
on the Supreme Court who at 
some point have ruled in favor of 
laws protecting unborn children,” 
New wrote. “While it is difficult to 
predict how the Court will rule on any 
specific pro-life law, the impressive 
number and variety of state pro-
life laws offer the justices more 
opportunity to at some point uphold 
some of them, allowing pro-lifers to 
enact stronger legal protections for 
preborn children.”

--GUTTMACHER, NATIONAL REVIEW

Record-setting:  
More pro-life laws 
enacted in 2021 than 
any other year

Chick-fil-A is America’s 
favorite restaurant for the 7th 
straight year, survey says

For the seventh year in a row, America’s favorite 
fast-food restaurant is one that is owned by a 
Christian family and that has a mission to “glorify 
God.”

Chick-fil-A led this year’s American Customer 
Satisfaction Index with a score of 83, topping 
Domino’s (80), KFC (79) and Starbucks (79). Three 
restaurants (Five Guys, Panera Bread and Pizza Hut) 
tied for No. 5.

The survey is based on interviews with 19,423 
customers who answered a series of questions 
about food and service. 

Chick-fil-A led the survey for the seventh straight 
year despite losing one point from its 2020 score 
of 84.

“Chick-fil-A tops the industry—and all restaurants—
for the seventh consecutive year,” a news release said. 

McDonald’s finished last among fast-food 
restaurants. 

LongHorn Steakhouse topped full-service 
restaurants with a score of 81. Cracker Barrel, a 
popular restaurant based in the South, tied for fifth 
among full-service establishments. 

Chick-fil-A is closed on Sundays. Its official 
corporate purpose, according to its website, is  
“to glorify God by being a faithful steward of all that 
is entrusted to us and to have a positive influence  
on all who come into contact with Chick-fil-A.”

--ACSI

‘War on common sense’:  
U.S. State Department to  
add 3rd gender to passports

The U.S. State Department said this summer 
it will add a third gender to passports for 
Americans who identify as non-binary, intersex 
and gender non-conforming.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken made the 
announcement in a June 30 news release, 
although he added it will “take time” to add a 
third gender due to technologically complex 
issues. The change impacts passports and 
Consular Reports of Birth Abroad (CRBA).

“We will be updating our procedures to allow 
applicants to self-select their gender as ‘M’ or ‘F’ 
and will no longer require medical certification 
if an applicant’s self-selected gender does not 
match the gender on their other citizenship 
or identity documents,” Blinken said. “The 
Department has begun moving towards adding 
a gender marker for non-binary, intersex, and 
gender non-conforming persons applying for a 
passport or CRBA.  

“We are evaluating the best approach to 
achieve this goal,” he said. “... With this 
action, I express our enduring commitment 
to the LGBTQI+ community today and moving 
forward.”

Evangelist Franklin Graham criticized 
the move and said he was disappointed 
“our government would fall for this kind of 
absurdity.”

“This administration seems to have declared 
war on common sense, & they want everyone 
to go along w/a lie,” Graham tweeted. “This is 
another reminder of the desperate need for 
Christians to PRAY for our nation & all those 
in leadership—whether we agree with them or 
not. We need God’s mercy & help.”

--STATE.GOV, TWITTER

Mark Richt, diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s, remains 
optimistic: It’s ‘momentary’ 
compared to eternity

Mark Richt, a former college football coach who 
serves as a spokesman for a Southern Baptist 
ministry, announced in June he was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s. 

Richt formerly coached at the University of Georgia 
and then at the University of Miami (Fla.) before 
retiring and becoming a television analyst. He is the 
national spokesman for Send Relief, a ministry of 
the SBC’s North American Mission Board and the 
International Mission Board.

Richt, 61, revealed the diagnosis on Twitter.
“I have been waddling around lately and people have 

asked me what’s wrong. I’ve decided to tell everyone 
at the same time,” Richt wrote on Twitter. “I have 
been diagnosed with Parkinson’s. Truthfully I look at 
it as a momentary light affliction compared to the 
future glory in heaven. Thank you Jesus for promising 
us a future blessing of a glorified body that has no 
sin and no disease. In the meantime I am going to 
enjoy the blessings that I do have. See you on the 
ACCNETWORK!”

Send Relief President Bryant Wright said he is 
thankful for Richt and will be praying for him.

“His strong faith and positive attitude in the face of 
any challenge is inspiring,” Wright said. 

--TWITTER

Most pastors favor 
permanent withdrawal  
for ministers guilty of 
sexual abuse 

A majority of Protestant pastors say they 
believe if a pastor commits child sexual abuse, 
that person should permanently withdraw 
from public ministry, according to a new 
Lifeway Research survey.

The poll of 1,007 pastors found that 83 
percent believe the pastor should withdraw 
permanently, while 2 percent say the time 
away should be at least 10 years, while 3 
percent say at least five years and 3 percent 
say at least two years. The survey was 
released in June.

A majority of Protestant pastors (74 percent) 
also support a permanent withdrawal from 
public ministry for any pastors who commit 
sexual assault and abuse of any adult member 
of the congregation or staff. Five percent 
say the time away should be at least 10 years, 
while 5 percent say at least five years and 5 
percent at least two years.

Compared to their perspective on abuse, 
pastors are much more divided over the 
proper response to adultery, according to 
a 2019 Lifeway Research study. That earlier 
poll found that 27 percent of pastors believe 
pastors should withdraw permanently 
following adultery. A plurality (31 percent)  
said they were not sure.

--LIFEWAY RESEARCH

SURVEY



leadership for prayer in the SBC.” 
The keyword in that statement 
seems to me to be “strategic.” What 
can we do if we work together on 
common goals? When the com-
mon goal is prayer, the opportuni-
ties are limitless.

Why is the prayer assignment 
important? In Southern Baptist 
life, “assignments” define the pur-
poses of the entity. Until June 
2021, no SBC entity had been “as-
signed” the prayer ministry, even 
though everyone believes in and 
practices prayer. Mark Twain 
once famously quipped, “Every-
body talks about the weather 
but nobody does anything about 
it.” The old adage suggests some 
things are easier to talk about 
than to act upon. Every believer, 
every church, every entity, and 
every agency in the SBC express 
belief in the power of prayer, but 
until now no one entity was ever 
given the responsibility or “assign-
ment” of prayer.

Prayer appears so ubiquitous 
it seems to be everywhere and 
belongs to everyone and there-
fore it can be taken for granted. 
In our case, the danger is not that 
we don’t believe in prayer, but 
that we haven’t intentionally 
harnessed our energies. In other 
words, “everybody’s business can 
become nobody’s business.” Now, 
however, since one entity has 
been assigned the strategic minis-
try of prayer, the focus created can 
be intense. 

What do I mean? Let me give 
you an example. An incandes-
cent light bulb essentially sends 
light in every direction at once. 
A laser light, on the other hand, 
emits light in a focused beam. If 
you’ve ever used a laser pointer 
you know the results are stag-
geringly different than achieved 
from the soft light glowing from 
a living room lamp. A room light 
bulb might be 60 watts and seem 
appropriate for medium bright-
ness, while a standard laser point-
er only emits a 0.005 watt beam, 
but the brightness is intense be-
cause the laser is focused. Imagine 
a prayer strategy that was like a 
laser, rather than incandescent, in 
focus and intensity. Ask yourself, 
how might tens of thousands, or 
millions, of Southern Baptists af-

fect church planting, evangelism, 
and missions if we were all rallied 
and resourced to pray together for 
big, bold, specific, God-sized objec-
tives?

The late Jack Taylor once ob-
served, “If prayer is anything, 
prayer is everything.” If we believe 
that, then we have an open door 
of opportunity to join a prayer 
movement through our Great 
Commission-focused churches. 
What can we do in the SBTC? How 
can we help?

To get the SBC-wide prayer 
strategy started, the Executive 
Committee has launched an ini-
tial way to encourage prayer, and 
thousands of people have already 
signed up. I joined the “Vision 
2025” prayer team and I encour-
age you to join, too. All you have 
to do to join this team is text  
“VISION” to 90885. That’s it. Ev-
ery day you receive a text mes-
sage with a brief prayer request. 
The team has also offered pastors 
additional resources for leading 
a praying church and other help 
for all people wishing to grow in 
their prayer life. 

I would love to see thousands of 
believers in SBTC churches sign 
up. This is only the beginning, but 
it’s a great place to start. Join us to-
day and together we will pray for 
spiritual awakening in our time 
and the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. It’s time for all of us 
to accept our own prayer assign-
ment. 
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The Prayer 
Assignment 

Kie Bowman 
SBTC President

kbowman@hpbc.org
 @KieBowman

S outhern Baptists believe 
in prayer. And while most 
of us readily admit our 

own prayer lives could improve, 
we are, nevertheless, a praying 
people. In June, in Nashville, 
Southern Baptists took another 
important step in affirming our 
dependence upon the power 
of prayer. We voted to give the 
Executive Committee the “prayer 
assignment.” 

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President and 
CEO of the Executive Committee, told 
Baptist Press that “the addition of a 
ministry assignment for prayer will 
enable the EC to provide strategic 

serve alongside for the accelera-
tion of the gospel. The entire day 
was such a blessing to me, and I 
was encouraged by hearing pas-
tors tell one another how God was 
moving in their churches. 

I was invited to the luncheon 
in order to introduce myself and 
allow pastors to get to know me. 
Prior to lunch, we had a time for 
me to share and then take ques-
tions from the pastors gathered. 
There were some great questions 

that were asked during this time. 
One question, however, stuck out 
to me and has not left my mind. I 
was asked something similar to 
this: “If you could look down the 
road in 25 years, what are one or 
two things you would want your 
time at the SBTC to be marked by 
or known for?” 

I love this question. My an-
swer was simple yet is the desire 
of my heart. I stated that I want 
to, first and foremost, be marked 
and known as a man of undeni-
able integrity. As I begin to live 
out my calling at the SBTC, the 
most significant priority of my 
time, energy, and focus must be 
on living out Ephesians 4:1-3. 
Paul states “I therefore, a prisoner 
for the Lord, urge you to walk in 
a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one an-
other in love, eager to maintain 
the unity in the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.”

This is my first pursuit before 
anything else—to walk closely 
with Jesus so that out of the over-
flow of my walk with him and 

through the integrity of my heart, 
effective ministry abounds. This is 
my hope, this is my dream, this is 
my pursuit. 

As I pursue living my life with 
utmost integrity, I may not al-
ways get it right, but I will always 
seek to do the right thing. I am 
asking the Lord for a long and ef-
fective ministry at the SBTC. It 
is my hope and desire to see God 
do great things among us in the 
coming years. If the Lord is gra-
cious to allow me to find myself 
down that road in 25 years, I want 
my heart to still be singing a song  
I first heard at a Passion con-
ference while in college. Mark  
Altrogge’s song “One Pure and 
Holy Passion” says it well: 

Give me one pure and holy 
passion,
Give me one magnificent 
obsession. 
Give me one glorious  
ambition for my life.
To know and follow  
hard after you.

I love you and am grateful  
to serve you.  

A few weeks ago, I had the honor 
of having lunch with area pastors at 
the San Antonio Baptist Association 
building. It was a great time of won-
derful food and even better fellow-
ship. It was so good to reunite with 
friends I have known for years and 
make new friends with whom I will 

IN OUR CASE, THE 
DANGER IS NOT THAT 

WE DON’T BELIEVE 
IN PRAYER, BUT 

THAT WE HAVEN’T 
INTENTIONALLY 
HARNESSED OUR 

ENERGIES.

IF YOU COULD LOOK 
DOWN THE ROAD IN 

25 YEARS, WHAT ARE 
ONE OR TWO THINGS 
YOU WOULD WANT 
YOUR TIME AT THE 

SBTC TO BE MARKED 
BY OR KNOWN FOR? 

A GREAT 
QUESTION, 
AN HONEST 

ANSWER

Nathan Lorick
Executive Director

nlorick@sbtexas.com
 @NathanLorick
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SBTC DR teams assist 
storm survivors in Lamesa, 
migrant ministry in El Paso
By Jane Rodgers
Managing Editor 

LAMESA and EL PASO The Southern 
Baptists of Texas Disaster Relief de-
ployment to Lamesa, just south of 
Lubbock, is embracing the “unexpect-
ed,” SBTC DR associate Wally Leyerle 
told the TEXAN. Leyerle explained 
that crews initially prepared to assess 
and assist with damage from twin 
tornadoes which reportedly struck in 
and around the town over the week-
end of June 24-25.

The intent was to help homeown-
ers remove downed trees and de-
bris. When torrential rainfall caused 
nearby lakes to overflow, the job 
changed as the area flooded and the 
DR mission shifted from feeding to 
mud out and recovery.

“The weather event was down-
graded to a severe storm with micro-
bursts, hail and gusting winds,” SBTC 
DR associate Daniel White said. 

A QRU quick response kitchen unit 
from San Antonio staffed by Ronnie 
and Connie Roark arrived in Lamesa 
on June 28 to prepare meals for first 
responders and survivors, while 
SBTC DR volunteers began to assess 
the damage and provide chaplaincy 
services.

En route north, the Roarks got 
the word that a shelter where they 
had intended to minister had closed. 
They were rerouted to Second Baptist 
Church of Lamesa where they served 
the community as electricity was re-
stored.

“We served anybody, lunch and 
dinner,” Ronnie Roark said, estimat-
ing that Connie and he prepared 
from 450-500 meals per day on June 
29 and 30.

When power returned the evening 
of June 29, the critical need for feed-
ing ended, but the Roarks continued 
to distribute meals from the QRU 
with the help of volunteers from Sec-
ond Baptist and other area churches 
who passed out clamshells full of hot 
food prepared by the couple.

“All were very appreciative,” Ron-
nie said. “We are here supporting the 
local churches and serving the com-
munity needs. They [church volun-
teers] got to do the visiting.” In a com-
munity of about 10,000 with more 
than 50 churches, volunteers were 
readily available, he added.

“They were thankful that the 
[weather event] wasn’t as bad as it 
could have been,” Connie said.

When local fire chief Larry Duyck 
came by and asked the Roarks if they 
could provide lunch for a large group 
of Texas Department of Transporta-
tion employees from outside the area, 
the couple readily agreed, cranking 
out what Ronnie called their “famous 
sausage wraps” for about 40 TxDOT 
workers on July 1. 

That day the couple also distrib-
uted bottled water, coffee and snacks 
from the QRU to all comers. “We vis-
ited with folks, shared the gospel and 
prayed with people,” Ronnie said.

DR crews and survivors adopted a 
wait and watch posture as the waters 
began to recede, despite more rainfall. 

Chaplains arrive 
SBTC DR chaplains and asses-

sors also came to survey the area in  
anticipation of recovery crews be-
ing deployed following the July 4  
weekend.

Barbara Dunn of Levelland attend-
ed public meetings and took prelimi-
nary requests for assistance. Terry 
Bunch of Haskell arrived before 
Dunn, as he had done a few weeks 
earlier in Hamlin, Texas, following 
flooding there.

“My primary aim was to go through 
and connect with as many of the Bap-
tist pastors in the area I could,” Bunch 
said, laying the groundwork for later 
teams “to have a running start.”

Bunch told the TEXAN that he, 
like Dunn, stopped by the Lamesa 
public library, which had become a 
clearinghouse of information for sur-
vivors. At the library, Bunch struck 
up a conversation with an elderly 
gentleman.

When Bunch asked how the man 
was doing, the survivor replied, “I’m 
better than a cat. I’ve had 3 heart at-
tacks and 7 strokes. I’ve had 10 lives 
instead of 9.”

The man showed photos of his 
flooded home to Bunch, then began 
to share his life story.

“He told of how hard things had 
been just doing life,” Bunch said. “I 
prayed with him. He was a believer. 
It was cool to pray with him and his 
wife there.”

Calling this episode “typical chap-
lain stuff,” Bunch praised the local fire 

chief and community for rap-
idly organizing clean up efforts 
to remove downed trees. SBTC 
DR crews would follow to help 
as needed as the waters abated, 
he said, adding that a small lake 
by the local Boys & Girls Club 
had overflowed, filling streets, 
flooding homes and partially 
submerging the nearby pump 
station.

While damaged trees had 
partly been removed, many 
dangerous “hangers” or dan-
gling limbs still posed a threat, 
Bunch said.

SBTC crews, some fresh from 
last month’s Hamlin deploy-
ment where they completed 
about two dozen clean up and 
recovery jobs, headed to Lame-
sa on July 5, when an incident 
management team from Lufkin 
arrived. Recovery, feeding and 
shower teams were scheduled 
to deploy July 18 and 19.

EL Paso migrant ministry
SBTC DR also answered the 

call to assist the El Paso Baptist 
Association at its new migrant 
relief shelter located at that 
city’s Scotsdale Baptist Church. 

“The El Paso Migrant Center 
is a Christ-centered ministry 
to the migrants coming to the 
border,” said Larry Floyd, the 
El Paso association’s executive 
director. “Humanitarian help is 
a given, but we want to be the 
hands and feet of Christ so that 
the migrants take that when 
they leave. The first thing we 
do when they are dropped off 
at the center by ICE and border 
patrol is pray with them.

“We are working hand in 
hand with ICE and border pa-
trol,” Floyd said. “Our goal is to 

quickly determine their needs: 
shower, food, clothing, mask, 
hygiene kits, then connect 
them with their sponsors in the 
U.S. to move toward their des-
tination. We are not paying for 
their airline or bus tickets. The 
sponsor is responsible for that 
part of it,” he added, explain-
ing that the center’s work is to 
facilitate getting the migrants 
to their new destinations with 
dignity and “total respect.”

All donations support the 
center, which operates with no 
paid staff, Floyd added.

Floyd had visited with rep-
resentatives of Send Relief at 
the SBC annual meeting in 
Nashville about the shelter 
then soon to open. SBTC DR Di-
rector Scottie Stice and Floyd 
connected after the annual 
meeting.

By July 8, the first day the 
center received migrants, 
SBTC DR feeding volunteers 
were preparing and serving 
more than 60 meals per day 
for Haitian immigrants while 
another crew manned the 
shower unit brought from 
First Baptist Leonard. 

Teams quickly witnessed 
transformational moments.

SBTC DR volunteer Linda 
Mitter of Rockwall noted a 
blessing on July 8, as a local 
Hispanic pastor held a time of 
devotion and prayer for the 
migrants. “Eight grown Haitian 
men were on their knees with 
their arms lifted to God and 
praying,” Mitter said.

“There is no language bar-
rier with God,” SBTC volunteer 
Debby Nichols said, describing 
a prayer time at the shelter in 
which three pastors presented 
John 3:16 to a group of Hai-
tian men. “One pastor spoke 
in English; one pastor spoke 
in Spanish and a third spoke 
in French,” Nichols said. One 
migrant had brought his own 
French translation of the Bible, 
she noted, and all were pleased 
and “amazed” to hear the var-
ied languages. 

“We are glad to respond to 
‘strangers in the land’ as Le-
viticus 19:34 reminds us to do,” 
Stice said. “We are pleased to 
partner with El Paso and Send 
Relief on this project.” 

5SBTC DR team members 
Connie and Ronnie Roark brought 
the QRU mobile kitchen to Second 
Baptist Lamesa, with the help 
of church volunteers feeding 
hundreds June 29-July 1.  
PHOTO BY RUSSEL SKILES, LAMESA PRESS-REPORTER

3Benny Olivo wades through 
waist-deep water in Lamesa 
after storms caused area lakes 
to overflow. 
PHOTO BY RUSSEL SKILES, LAMESA PRESS-REPORTER

4SBTC DR feeding volunteers pray for the 
ministry at the El Paso migrant center. 
L-R: Marilyn McVey, Sandy Dunnuck, Linda 
Mitter, Jana Wood. PHOTO BY DEBBY NICHOLS

WE ARE GLAD TO RESPOND 
TO ‘STRANGERS IN THE LAND’ 
AS LEVITICUS 19:34 REMINDS 
US TO DO. WE ARE PLEASED 
TO PARTNER WITH EL PASO 

AND SEND RELIEF ON 
THIS PROJECT.

—SCOTTIE STICE, SBTC DR DIRECTOR
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ken singlehoods being redeemed, 
people getting jobs who couldn’t, 
houses selling that weren’t,” Lino 
told the TEXAN. “We’ve had quite 
a few verified medical healings. It’s 
been unbelievable.”

The prayer emphasis began last 
September amid COVID, racial un-
rest and a harsh election season, the 
pastor said, and the church decided 
to set aside every Tuesday to pray 
and fast for a greater presence of 
God in their congregation.

On a recent Tuesday night, 350 
people prayed for 90 minutes, Lino 
said. 

“The greatest thing about it is just 
the palpable presence of the Lord 
in that prayer service on Tuesday 
nights. It’s unlike anything I’ve ever 
been a part of in my entire life. It’s 
incredible.”

Hundreds of people have ac-
cepted Jesus as their Savior since 
the prayer effort began, many peo-
ple have been baptized, men have 
surrendered to become pastors 
and new families have joined the 
church, Lino said.

“One of the things we’ve come to 
learn is once we decided to come 
to the Lord in order to get the Lord 
rather than his stuff, then he grant-
ed us his presence,” Lino said. “... The 
biggest thing that has resulted is a 
far greater desire in our hearts to sit 
in his presence. He’s addictive. The 
more he has manifested his pres-
ence, the more we want to spend 
time in it.”

Lino uses an analogy to explain it. 

“Uber rich people have very few 
friends, if any, because they’ve 
learned from experience that in 
the end every person that wants to 
spend time with them ultimately is 
just trying to get money,” he said.

“God is the richest person in exis-
tence. He owns the cattle on a thou-
sand hills, and what he’s used to is 
Christians coming to him, but in the 
end it’s because we’re trying to get 
his stuff. 

“... Few of us are actually coming 
to him just to be with him, whether 
he gives us anything or not, and to 
get him and all of him [that] he’s 
willing to give us. I think the differ-
ence between those two motiva-
tions for coming to the Lord in large 
part determines whether or not he 
manifests his presence,” Lino said.

Northeast Houston Baptist 
Church, which Lino planted 19 
years ago and which now averages 
1,200 people on Sundays, is a strong 

sending and supporting congrega-
tion, having planted four churches 
locally in recent years and others 
overseas. 

“Locally, we plant churches by 
giving away members and money,” 
Lino said, adding the church sends 
50 to 80 members, a fulltime pastor 
and financial support when it plants 
a church. The latest is set to open in 
September in Houston’s Fifth Ward, 
a large underprivileged area. 

Northeast Houston owns a com-
munity center that takes up one-
and-a-half city blocks in the Fifth 
Ward, serving as a base for mercy 
ministries and social justice work, 
Lino said. They have a large preg-
nancy clinic there, which has used 
a 4D ultrasound machine to save 
hundreds of babies from abortion.

From the community center, 
Northeast Houston members have 
taught ESL classes, launched gang 
ministries and served in the after-

math of disasters. The church is an 
official emergency food distribu-
tion partner with the Houston Food 
Bank, and during 10 weeks of lock-
down last year, they fed and clothed 
12,500 families, Lino said.

Before COVID, Northeast Hous-
ton sent 15 to 20 missions teams 
overseas each year, and they have 
seven long-term locations among 
unreached people groups where 
they’ve been working with a goal of 
planting churches. During COVID, 
they adopted an island in Southeast 
Asia.

“We felt led by the Lord through 
this prayer movement to adopt this 
island long-term,” Lino said. “It’s 
got 19 million people on it, all un-
reached people groups.”

Northeast Houston believes 
strongly in supporting the Coopera-
tive Program for two reasons, Lino 
said: missions and the training of 
pastors. 

“Our church cannot afford to send 
lots of missionaries to the ends of 
the earth and plant lots of church-
es in frontier states, so we need to 
cooperate with other churches for 
those missions to be accomplished,” 
Lino said.

Also, “we are incapable as a local 
church of giving a man called to be-
come a pastor all of the training that 
he needs, especially theologically,  
so we need a seminary,” Lino said.

“We think the SBC has the two 
best missionary-sending agen-
cies around these days—IMB and 
NAMB—and we think the six semi-
naries are doing really well and 
thriving. We’re really happy with 
them. That’s why we want to be 
strong partners with the CP.” 

PRAYER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A community center in Houston’s Fifth Ward serves as a base for mercy ministries and so-
cial justice work, pastor Nathan Lino said.

On a recent Tuesday night, 350 people gathered to pray for 90 minutes at Northeast Hous-
ton Baptist Church, the pastor said. PHOTOS BY DARRELL CHENEY

THERE HAVE BEEN HUNDREDS OF STORIES OF PEOPLE’S 
LIVES BEING CHANGED, MARRIAGES BEING HEALED, 

BROKEN SINGLEHOODS BEING REDEEMED, PEOPLE GETTING 
JOBS WHO COULDN’T, HOUSES SELLING THAT WEREN’T. 
WE’VE HAD QUITE A FEW VERIFIED MEDICAL HEALINGS. 

IT’S BEEN UNBELIEVABLE.

NATHAN LINO, PASTOR OF NORTHEAST HOUSTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
SPEAKING OF A PRAYER MOVEMENT THAT BEGAN LAST SEPTEMBER AMID COVID



Por Erin Roach
Corresponsal del TEXAN

 
HUMBLE Un movimiento de 

oración que ha sostenido a la Igle-
sia Bautista del Noreste de Houston 
durante casi todo el año pasado, los 
ha llevado a un crecimiento récord 
y a ver cosas increíbles suceder, dijo 
el pastor Nathan Lino. 

“Ha habido cientos de historias 
de vidas de personas que han sido 
cambiadas, matrimonios que han 
sido sanados, solterías rotas que 
han sido redimidas, personas que 
han conseguido trabajos que no 
podían, casas que se han vendido 
que no estaban a la venta”, dijo el 
pastor Lino al TEXAN. “Hemos 
tenido bastantes sanidades médicas 
confirmadas. Ha sido increíble”.

El énfasis en la oración comenzó 
el pasado mes de septiembre en me-
dio del COVID, el conflicto racial y 
una dura temporada electoral, dijo 
el pastor, y la iglesia decidió reser-
var cada martes para orar y ayunar 
por una mayor presencia de Dios en 
su congregación.

Un martes por la noche, 350 per-
sonas oraron durante 90 minutos, 
dijo el pastor Lino. 

“Lo mejor de todo es la presencia 
palpable del Señor en ese servicio 
de oración los martes por la noche. 

No se parece a nada de lo que haya 
participado en toda mi vida. Es in-
creíble”.

Cientos de personas han acepta-
do a Jesús como su Salvador desde 
que comenzó el esfuerzo de oración, 
muchas personas han sido bautiza-
das, los hombres se han rendido 
para convertirse en pastores y nue-
vas familias se han unido a la igle-
sia, dijo el pastor Lino.

“Una de las cosas que hemos 
aprendido es que una vez que deci-
dimos buscar al Señor para obtener 
más de Él en lugar de  buscar obten-
er más de lo que nos da, entonces 
Él nos concedió Su presencia”, dijo 
el pastor. “... Lo más grande que ha 
resultado es un deseo mucho mayor 
en nuestros corazones de estar en 
Su presencia. Él es adictivo. Cuanto 
más ha manifestado Su presencia, 
más queremos pasar tiempo en ella”.

El pastor Lino utiliza una analogía 
para explicarlo. 

“Los ricos tienen muy pocos ami-
gos, si es que tienen alguno, porque 
han aprendido por experiencia que, 
al final, toda persona que quiere 
pasar tiempo con ellos en última 
instancia sólo está tratando de con-
seguir dinero”, dijo.

“Dios es la persona más rica que 
existe. Es dueño del ganado en mil 
colinas, y está acostumbrado a que 

los cristianos acudan a Él, pero al 
final es porque estamos tratando de 
conseguir Sus cosas”. 

“... En realidad, somos pocos los 
que acudimos a Él sólo para estar 
con Él, tanto si nos da algo como si 
no, y para encontrarlo a Él y a todo 
lo que está dispuesto a darnos. Creo 
que la diferencia entre esas dos 
motivaciones para venir al Señor 
determina en gran parte si Él mani-
fiesta o no Su presencia”, dijo el pas-
tor Lino.

La Iglesia Bautista del Noreste de 
Houston, que el pastor Lino plantó 
hace 19 años y que ahora tiene un 
promedio de 1.200 personas los 
domingos, es una congregación 
fuertemente de envío y apoyo mis-
ionero, habiendo plantado cuatro 
iglesias locales en los últimos años y 
otras en el extranjero. 

“Localmente, plantamos iglesias 
proveyendo miembros y apoyo fi-
nanciero”, dijo el pastor Lino, aña-
diendo que la iglesia envía de 50 a 
80 miembros, un pastor a tiempo 
completo y apoyo financiero cu-
ando planta una iglesia. La última 
se abrirá en septiembre en el Fifth 
Ward de Houston, una gran zona 
desfavorecida. 

Esta Iglesia posee un centro co-
munitario que ocupa una manza-
na y media en el Fifth Ward, que 
sirve de base para los ministerios 
de beneficencia y el trabajo de jus-
ticia social, dijo el pastor Lino. Allí 
tienen una gran clínica de embara-
zos, que ha utilizado un ecógrafo 
4D para salvar a cientos de bebés 
del aborto.

Desde el centro comunitario, los 
miembros de la Iglesia Bautista del 
Noreste de Houston han impar-
tido clases de inglés como segundo 
idioma (ESL), han puesto en marcha 
ministerios contra las pandillas y 
han servido tras las catástrofes. La 
iglesia se ha asociado oficialmente 

con el Banco de Alimentos de Hous-
ton en la distribución de alimentos 
de emergencia; y durante 10 sema-
nas de cierre el año pasado, alimen-
taron y vistieron a 12.500 familias, 
dijo el pastor Lino.

Antes del COVID, la Iglesia envi-
aba entre 15 y 20 equipos misione-
ros al extranjero cada año, y tienen 
siete ubicaciones a largo plazo entre 
grupos de personas no alcanzadas 
donde han estado trabajando con 
el objetivo de plantar iglesias. Du-
rante el COVID, adoptaron una isla 
en el sudeste asiático.

“Nos sentimos guiados por el Se-
ñor a través de este movimiento 
de oración para adoptar esta isla a 
largo plazo”, dijo el pastor. “Tiene 19 
millones de personas en ella, todos 
los grupos de personas son no al-
canzadas”.

La Iglesia cree firmemente en 
el apoyo al Programa Cooperativo 
(PC) por dos razones, dijo el pastor 
Lino: las misiones y la formación de 
pastores. 

“Nuestra Iglesia no tiene los me-
dios para enviar a muchos misione-
ros a los confines de la tierra y plan-
tar muchas iglesias en los estados 
fronterizos, por lo que necesitamos 
cooperar con otras iglesias para que 
esas misiones se lleven a cabo”, dijo 
el pastor Lino.

Además, “no tenemos la capaci-
dad, como iglesia local, de dar a un 
hombre llamado a ser pastor toda 
la formación que necesita, especial-
mente teológica”, dijo el pastor Lino, 
“por lo que necesitamos un semi-
nario”.

“Creemos que la CBS tiene las 
dos mejores agencias de envío de 
misioneros en estos días - IMB y 
NAMB- y creemos que los seis semi-
narios lo están haciendo muy bien 
y están prosperando. Estamos muy 
contentos con ellos. Por eso quere-
mos ser socios fieles del PC”. 

HA HABIDO CIENTOS DE HISTORIAS DE VIDAS DE 
PERSONAS QUE HAN SIDO CAMBIADAS, MATRIMONIOS QUE 

HAN SIDO SANADOS, SOLTERÍAS ROTAS QUE HAN SIDO 
REDIMIDAS, PERSONAS QUE HAN CONSEGUIDO TRABAJOS 

QUE NO PODÍAN, CASAS QUE SE HAN VENDIDO QUE NO 
ESTABAN A LA VENTA. HEMOS TENIDO BASTANTES 

SANIDADES MÉDICAS CONFIRMADAS. HA SIDO INCREÍBLE.

NATHAN LINO, IGLESIA BAUTISTA DEL NORESTE DE HOUSTON
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Movimiento de Oración 
Impulsa a la Iglesia del 
Noreste de Houston

During 10 weeks of COVID lockdown, Northeast Houston Baptist Church helped feed and 
clothe 12,500 families through its community center. 

People who are helped at Northeast Houston Baptist Church’s community center hear an 
individual gospel presentation.
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Ben Wright
Pastor, Cedar Pointe 

Baptist Church

Should Southern Baptists 
defend religious liberty?

In January, a preacher 
known well to Southern Bap-
tists argued that we should 
not. He said, “Religious free-
dom is what sends people to 
hell. To say I support religious 
freedom is to say I support 
idolatry. It’s to say I support 
lies. I support hell. I support 
the kingdom of darkness.”

But that preacher is not 
our authority. The Bible is. 
And in a familiar passage, 
the Bible says:

I am the LORD your God.
You shall have no other 

gods before me.
You shall not bow down 

to them or serve them, for 
I the LORD your God am 
a jealous God (see Exodus 
20:2-4a).

It appears the Lord does 
not tolerate religious liber-
ty. So then, should we?

Southern Baptists wrestle 
with this question. Some 
have opposed religious liber-
ty for other faiths. We have 
argued over legal briefs, con-
struction permits, and cem-

eteries—right here in Texas. 
Some Southern Baptists dis-
miss these questions as if the 
answer were obvious.

Andrew Walker does 
not dismiss them. In his 
new book, Liberty for All: 
Defending Everyone’s Reli-
gious Freedom in a Pluralistic 
Age, Walker confronts op-
ponents of religious liberty 
with biblical arguments.

Now, I am not talk-
ing about straightforward 
proof texts. Instead, Walker 
builds a sophisticated case, 
grounded in biblical-theo-
logical themes—specifically, 
eschatology, anthropology, 
and missiology. I will tip my 
hand. You should read this 
book, especially if you do not 
like defending religious lib-
erty for non-Christian faiths. 
Now, the book distills Walk-
er’s doctoral dissertation, so 
it is understandably dense. 
Read slowly and reflectively, 
and it will reward you.

I can offer only the brief-
est summary of those bib-
lical-theological themes. 
The eschatological theme 
examines limits to the au-
thority of human govern-
ment. Walker writes, “By 
giving judgment to Christ 
alone at the end of history, 
Christians can allow for 
wrong belief. This is not 
out of indifference but be-
cause Christianity believes 
that judging, ending, and 
redressing all wrong belief 

cannot be achieved fully ei-
ther in the present era or by 
human hands” (77).

The anthropological theme 
affirms that all human be-
ings are made in God’s image. 
So “all humans are made to 
know God. Everyone, how-
ever, must reach this destiny 
of their own accord with the 
freedom they possess as an 
image bearer” (141). Religious 
liberty creates space for hu-
mans to act as God designed: 
as free moral agents, not sub-
human droids.

In the missiological 
theme, Walker means to 
convince us that “a govern-
ment that refuses to totalize 
its jurisdiction and works 
within its limited confines 
is acting justly…. [A] limited 
state is…a faithful steward 
of the authority that de-
rives from God” (153).

To summarize, Chris-
tians should advocate for 
religious liberty because 
God designed human be-
ings created in his image 

to respond without human 
compulsion. Government 
in this age ought to punish 
evil actions, but never an 
evil heart. Except for Israel 
under the Old Covenant, 
God has never authorized 
government to rule the con-
science. Scripture affirms 
that the Old Covenant is 
obsolete. Only theocracies 
are authorized by God to 
compel worship. America is 
not that.

Notice, this is a limited gov-
ernment argument. Chris-
tians believe that God reigns 
over human government. 
Human government only 
possesses authority that God 
directly grants. Walker’s exe-
gesis reveals that God has not 
given human government 
power to restrict religious 
worship—even when hu-
mans worship in ways God 
will one day judge.

Several years ago, a mes-
senger at the SBC annual 
meeting asked a leader, “Do 
you actually believe that if 
Jesus Christ were here to-
day that he would…stand 
up and say, ‘Well, let us pro-
tect the rights of those Baal 
worshipers to build temples 
to Baal.’” We have encour-
aging news: One day Jesus 
Christ will be here. He will 
level every temple to ev-
ery false god, down to the 
last pebble. But we await 
that day. We have no right 
to claim authority that be-

longs to Jesus Christ alone.
You will not agree with 

every facet of Walker’s ar-
gument. This review does 
not allow space for detailed 
analysis. Nor does it allow 
us to hear from the diverse 
Southern Baptist theolo-
gians and ethicists Walker 
cites to reinforce his case—
Barrett Duke, Jonathan Lee-
man, Carl F.H. Henry, Dan-
iel Heimbach, Evan Lenow, 
Al Mohler, Jason Duesing 
and Paige Patterson. And 
this is different from the 
common-sense case we of-
ten hear: Christians should 
defend religious liberty for 
all, or we will inevitably 
lose our own. That is a fine 
argument. But Walker’s is 
bigger. It is more thorough. 
And it is more biblical.

Walker’s guidance to us 
springs from hope in the 
omnipotence of our glori-
ous Lord. “For a Christian, 
religious liberty expresses 
confidence in the gospel. 
The gospel needs no ac-
complices. It is independent 
from artificial supports that 
would attempt to bolster its 
credibility. The gospel needs 
not the bejeweled trappings 
of salesmanship or a sword-
drawn thread” (161). 

Let us give thanks for re-
ligious liberty: let us never 
trust in it, and under the 
Golden Rule let us grant to 
others what we desire for 
ourselves. 

On religious liberty: Reviewing ‘Liberty for All’

Questions? Email
aminfo@sbtexas.com
or call the SBTC office
at 817-552-2500.

sbtexas.com/am21

Hotels

Residence Inn
350 W. Heritage Dr.
Tyler, TX 75703
903-787-5899
Rate: $109
Cut-off: 10/8
All King Rooms

LaQuinta Inn
6702 S. Broadway
Tyler, TX 75703
903-561-0863
Rate: $89
Cut-off: 10/11

Group Rates
Specify SBTC for group 
rates when making any 
hotel reservations.

Housing Assistance 
Hotel cost assistance 
available to senior pastors 
with financial need.

Childcare
Available to those that 
pre-register.

Fairfield Inn
& Suites
309 W. Heritage Dr. 
Tyler, TX 75703
903-561-3300
Rate: $94
Cut-off: 11/1

NOVEMBER 8-9 FLINT BAPTIST CHURCH

ANNUAL MEETING2021

Monday 
HIGHLIGHTS

Welcome
Reception
for Nathan Lorick

Recognition
Dinner
for Jim Richards

Evening Session
Messages
Jim Richards
Nathan Lorick

5:00 pm 6:30 pm 9:00 pm



sb
texan

A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
0

2
1

S
O

U
T

H
E

R
N

 B
A

P
T

IS
T

 T
E

X
A

N
texan.digital

Texas
9

Q: In the years since serving as 
SBTC evangelism director you led 
the Colorado convention; what did 
you learn about state convention 
work in those years? 

I believe being outside the South 
gave me a unique perspective.  
I learned just how significant it is to 
be a part of the SBC because of how 
much we can truly do together. It’s 
amazing, the synergistic results that 
actually come from us partnering to-
gether. We truly are better together.

I also learned that God is work-
ing all across the nation, not just in 
some pockets. He is working in re-
ally unique ways simultaneously 
in places like Texas, Illinois, Michi-
gan, etc.—God is really doing some 
unique things all across America.

We get so focused on what we 
read on social media that we fail to 
recognize that God is writing a dif-
ferent headline for the kingdom. I 
want us to realize the stories God is 
writing rather than the things that 
distract us from the mission. 

I’ve also learned the importance of 
leading with love and humility. I’ve 
always lived by the principle that if 
you love people, they’ll let you lead 
them. I want to lead by truly loving 
churches and pastors well. I want 
every pastor in the SBTC to know I 
love them in the Lord and I believe 
in what God has called them to do, 
not only be there to walk alongside 
them in every way, but to help them 
fulfill the dream of what God wants 
them and their churches to be. 

I’ve always felt the future for state 
conventions is incredibly bright. As 
a national convention, we’re able 
to move a large body forward, but 
that connection [with pastors] re-
ally comes on a state level and as-
sociational level—walking together 
through heartache and victories in 
ministry. Those relational connec-
tions happen in the state conven-
tions or associations. 

Q: How will the pandemic and 
quarantine of 2020 impact our fel-
lowship of churches going forward?

I believe the reality of this mo-
ment is that there are no experts on 
future ministry now. In years past, 
before the pandemic, there were ex-
perts in the SBC.

This thing turned the world up-
side down in a way no one could 
have imagined or forecasted, and it 
affects us in ways none of us could 
have predicted. We’re in a unique 
time in the history of the church 
globally—not only specifically in 
states or the SBC, but a moment in 
the church where we’re going to 
have to figure out how to connect 
with churches and culture in a com-
pletely different way than we ever 
have. 

I’m not saying some [traditional] 
things will not work in the future, 
but the way we engage is going to 
have to be different. For me that’s 
an exciting thing. God’s going to 
utilize the pandemic in a way that 
causes us to be more creative, to 
be more intentional and to lever-
age technology in a greater way 
for kingdom expansion. As hard as 
the pandemic has been on pastors, 
churches and conventions, I think 
God is doing something we can’t 
see. God is in our tomorrow wait-
ing on us to get there. I pray there is 
going to be an incredible movement 
of God because of the position it’s 
going to place churches and organi-
zations in to reach people. Knowing 
that the pandemic didn’t take God 
by surprise, I believe he’s not go-
ing to waste something that turned 
the world upside down. My prayer 
is that he’ll take this pandemic and 
usher in a new gospel movement 
that will turn the world upside 
down. However, none of us truly 
knows the best way going forward; 
that’s why I think networks like 
state conventions are more practi-
cally valuable and relationally valu-
able than ever before.

I don’t think God’s going to waste 
this moment in church history. My 
hope is he will use it as a catalyst for 
the gospel like never before.

I think God may do some things 
through the pandemic that will 
shake up the church and ministry 
organizations from the status quo. 

Some of what we’ve already done 
will not connect with people in the 
future. People’s lives have changed, 
their priorities, the way they do 
things; we have got to be forward 
thinking about how to engage post-
pandemic.

What the great depression was, 
a generational marker—everything 
was classified as “pre-depression” 
and “post-depression”—is what CO-
VID is today. Even now as we talk 
church attendance, we say “before 
COVID” or “after COVID.” This is 
a generational marker so that 100 
years from now the church will still 
be talking about a shift that took 
place in 2020. I am choosing to be-
lieve God is going to show up post-
COVID in a greater way than we’ve 
seen in our lifetime. 

Q: What do you see as the biggest 
challenge for the convention’s work? 

First, we’ve got to figure out how 
to best advance the mission of God 
post-COVID in a post-COVID world, 
[as discussed earlier]. 

Second, we need to focus on the 
mission that God created us for and 
called us to as Southern Baptists and 
the Southern Baptists of Texas Con-
vention. We cannot be distracted 
by all this noise out there that seeks 
to pull us away from the mission.

Third, specifically for the SBTC, 
God is moving the world to Texas 
in an expedited way, more than we 
have ever experienced. We must 
be laser focused on evangelism and 
church planting, helping struggling 
churches have new life to reach 
their communities. The SBTC will 
continue to commit to serving and 
assisting churches in their pursuit 
of fulfilling the Great Commission, 
because the time is too short, the 
lostness too great and God has given 
our generation a greater opportuni-
ty to reach Texas than any genera-
tion before us.  

Those are the greatest challenges 
of the hour. 

My dream and my hope is that 
this is what God’s called me to for 
the rest of my ministry. I want to 
serve faithfully like Dr. Richards 
has and want to give it all I have. 
Somebody asked me to fast forward 
20 or 25 years—to the time for me to 
retire. What is one thing we want to 
look back and say “Nathan accom-
plished that”? The answer’s simple: 
I want to be a man of God who 
walked closely with God and was 
known as a man of integrity, be-
cause if I don’t have integrity, none 
of those other accomplishments 
matter. I want to be known as a man 
of God, who loves pastors well and 
serves churches well. I want to pour 
out my heart and passion to see Tex-
as won for Christ. 

Q: How would you address the di-
visiveness of our age? 

I tell people I feel as honored to-
day to be a Southern Baptist as I 
did the day I stepped into the pul-
pit of my first church at age 24. I 
could not believe God allowed me 
to be part of a network of churches 
that sends missionaries around the 

world and trains up the next gen-
eration of church leaders. I could 
not believe that God would be so 
gracious to me to allow me to be 
part of that family making such a 
global impact.

If you fast forward 16 years from 
that moment, I’m still honored and 
humbled God would allow me to 
be a Southern Baptist. I’m not a 
Southern Baptist because of what 
everybody else thinks or tweets, 
but because of our doctrinal convic-
tion, the mission God has placed us 
on together, and the opportunity he 
has entrusted to us. So I would en-
courage people to remember how 
good God has been to us to allow us 
to be part of a global network and 
remember that God has given us a 
mission together to focus on. 

We’re at our best when we are 
absolutely sold out to things God 
has called us to. We have to get to a 
place where the burden of the lost-
ness of our culture outweighs being 
bothered by secondary and tertiary 
issues in the SBC. 

If we’re just gut level honest, the 
enemy doesn’t have to attack us 
when we’re attacking each other. 
The Scriptures never tell us to de-
vour each other, but that our enemy 
is the devil. We are told to try to out-
do each other with honor—walking 
in a spirit of love and community. 

At the end of the day—because 
of God’s goodness and faithfulness,  
I believe he’s still going to use South-
ern Baptists—imagine what we 
could do if we were truly on mission 
together. 

Q: What’s our greatest strength?  
The SBTC is going to stay focused on 

what really matters: our convictions 
on the inerrancy of Scripture, and 
our cooperation within the param-
eters of the BF&M 2000. We’re going 
to continue to link arms with pas-
tors and churches all across Texas to 
reach lost people, plant churches and 
strengthen churches. We’re going to 
be resolved to carry out what God 
has entrusted to us as a network—
and that is to do everything we can 
to see Texas won to Christ. The SBTC 
is a family of churches that is unified 
in doctrine and missions methodol-
ogy. We’re unified in spirit and we’re 
going to keep going forward. That’s 
what Dr. Richards has led us to be 
and I plan on absolutely continuing 
that legacy with laser focus going  
forward.

Q: A final word?
I’m humbled and honored to 

serve the churches in this capac-
ity but also want to make sure that 
these churches know that Dr. Rich-
ards has been the greatest leader for 
the SBTC that we ever imagined. He 
has led us to such a place of clar-
ity and unity that I am humbled to 
stand on the shoulders of a spiritual 
hero and giant of the faith. We hon-
or him for how he has led faithfully. 
Everywhere I go I tell people that if 
I could just serve with his integrity 
and focus on moving the kingdom 
forward, we’ve got a bright, bright 
future. 

LORICK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I’M NOT A SOUTHERN BAPTIST BECAUSE OF WHAT EVERYBODY 
ELSE THINKS OR TWEETS, BUT BECAUSE OF OUR DOCTRINAL 

CONVICTION, THE MISSION GOD HAS PLACED US ON TOGETHER, 
AND THE OPPORTUNITY HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO US.
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Church Positions

PASTOR
u FBC Hamlin is seeking a FT  
senior pastor. Submit resume to  
fbchamlinpastorsearch@gmail.com 
by August 15. 
u The Hills Church in San Antonio is 
seeking a FT lead pastor who is com-
fortable in an ethnically diverse com-
munity. He must also be committed 
and willing to serve with a plurality of 
elders who share leadership respon-
sibilities. Seminary and Spanish are 
desired. Please indicate your interest 
at thehillssa.org/pastorapplication. 
u Lifeway BC in Edna is seeking a 
conservative pastor for a small SBTC 
congregation with growth poten-
tial. Send resume to Lifeway Baptist 
Church, PO Box 1144, Edna, TX 77957 or  
Lifewaybaptist.edna@gmail.com. 
u FBC Rocksprings is searching for 
a FT senior pastor. There is a 3 bed-
room/2 bath parsonage on the church 
grounds. Send resume to fbc@sw-
texas.net or FBC, PO Box 438, Rock-
springs, TX 78880. For more informa-
tion, call 830-683-5186. 
u New Hope Fellowship in Ingram, a 
small community in the Hill Country, is 
seeking a FT or bi-vocational pastor. 
Average attendance 40-50. Traditional 
service. No parsonage. Email resume, 
references, and brief answer to the 
following items to newhopefellow-
ship405@gmail: Why are you inter-
ested in this position? Share your sal-
vation experience and vocational call. 
Explain the message of the gospel. 
u West End BC in Beaumont is seek-
ing a FT or bi-vocational pastor. Fi-
nancially secure, loving congregation 
of 50 average attendance, traditional 
worship service. We are affiliated with 
the SBTC. Send resume to webcbeau-
mont@gmail.com. 
u FBC Boyd, affiliated with the SBTC, 
is receiving resumes for a bi-voca-
tional southern Baptist pastor. Send 
resumes to pst2021@fbcboyd.org be-
fore August 31. 
u Faith BC in Hamilton is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
Faith Baptist Church, 110 CR 404, Ham-
ilton, TX 76531. 

MUSIC
u Antioch Georgetown Church is 
seeking a FT worship pastor to lead 
multiple services utilizing contempo-
rary/modern worship style with a full 
band. To apply or for more info, send 
resume and video links to info@antio-
chgt.com. 
u FBC Vernon is seeking a FT worship 
pastor. Email resume to brooks@fb-
cvernon.org. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking a 
FT worship minister with CrossCreek 
Network in Colleyville. CrossCreek is 
a domestic and international church 
planting network. Other cities are 
available. Please email a video of you 
leading worship to Sarai Harding at 
saraih@firstcolleyville.com. 

u West Conroe BC is accepting re-
sumes for a minister of worship arts 
to coordinate with the senior pastor 
and technical manager for the plan-
ning and administering of church-
wide worship services and special 
events. This person will also lead a 
large group of paid staff and vol-
unteers to execute each part of the 
worship arts ministry. Email william.
mcgregor@wcbc.us. 
u Westside BC in Corsicana is accept-
ing resumes for a PT music minister 
for Sunday morning and evening.  
Email resume to westside.church@
sbcglobal.net or mail to Westside Bap-
tist Church, 1522 N 24th St, Corsicana, 
TX 75110. 
u Trail of Life Cowboy Church in Con-
roe is seeking a PT worship leader to 
lead the worship band in a growing 
and active congregation. Please sub-
mit resumes to Pastor Josh Henry at 
tolcowboychurch@yahoo.com. 
u River of Life Christian Fellowship in 
Adkins is interviewing candidates for 
a worship leader. Send resume to riv-
eroflifeadkins@gmail.com or River of 
Life Christian Fellowship, PO Box 453, 
Adkins, TX 78101. Call 210-649-2600 or 
Pastor Joe Stansell at 210-414-9930. 
u FBC Murphy is seeking a PT wor-
ship pastor who desires to glorify & 
magnify God. Primary responsibilities 
include equipping & leading worship 
team to use gifts & talents & work 
with the senior pastor to plan blended 
contemporary services on Sundays 
that engage the congregation to wor-
ship in spirit and truth. Submit re-
sume to ben@fbcmurphy.com. 
u New Hope Community Church (SBC) 
in Venus is searching for a worship 
pastor with a blended worship ex-
perience on Sunday mornings. The 
right candidate must be energetic, 
play piano or guitar (or have a spouse 
that can play), and have a heart for 
worship! It is possible to merge this 
opportunity with a youth and/or out-
reach responsibilities. Email resume 
to mark.mcdaniel@icloud.com. 
u River of Life Christian Fellowship, on 
the east side of San Antonio (inside Loop 
1604), is seeking a PT worship leader for 
Sunday morning and Wednesday eve-
ning services. Send resume to brian.
kent@am.jill.com or River of Life, PO 
Box 453, Adkins, TX 78101.  
u Frost BC, an hour south of Dallas, 
seeks a PT minister of music to lead 
worship for a small ranching/farming 
community. Send resume to frostbap-
tist@gmail.com. 
u Marsh Lane BC in north Dallas is 
seeking a bi-vocational worship lead-
er. Send resume to scott@mlbc.org. 

STUDENTS
u Boyd Baptist in Bonham is search-
ing for a FT student pastor. Competi-
tive salary plus 4 bedroom/3 bath par-
sonage included. Please send resume, 
cover letter and a link to at least one 
sermon preached to students to mike.
allred@gmail.com. 

u Sherwood BC in Odessa is seeking 
a FT minister of youth to introduce 
young people to Christ, teach them to 
become spiritually mature followers 
of Christ, and equip them to become 
disciple-makers. Send resumes to: 
personnel@sherwood.church. 
u FBC Farwell is prayerfully search-
ing for a FT student pastor to join our 
ministry team. Send resume to stu-
dentministersearch@fbcfarwell.org. 
u Temple BC of Gainesville is seeking 
a FT minister of students. For more in-
formation visit tbcgainesville.org/jobs. 
u FBC Mt. Vernon is seeking a FT 
minister to students. 7th-12th grade 
ministry. Email resumes to shannon@
fbcmv.com or mail to FBC Personnel 
Team, Mt. Vernon, PO Box 637, Mt. Ver-
non, TX 75457.
u Pine Island Baptist Church in Hemp-
stead is currently seeking a FT youth/
associate Submit resume to pastor.
tom@pibc.church. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking 
a FT student pastor with CrossCreek 
Network in Colleyville. CrossCreek is 
an international and domestic church 
planting network. Other cities are 
available. Email resume to Sarai Hard-
ing at saraih@firstcolleyville.com. 
u FBC Smithfield, a multi-ethnic, 
multi-generational church located 
in North Richland Hills is prayerfully 
seeking a PT student pastor. We av-
erage 50-100 in worship attendance. 
All interested candidates are invited 
to view the open ministry position 
description and complete the em-
ployment application process at fbc-
smithfield.com/jobs. 
u New Hope Community Church 
(SBC) in Venus is needing someone 
to establish a youth group who is an 
innovator, thinks outside the box, and 
can involve himself in our community 
to build trust and relationships with 
youth in our community. Applicant 
must be a self-starter and have a 
heart for evangelism and discipleship 
with young people. It is possible to 
merge this position with our need for 
worship and outreach. Email resume 
to mark.mcdaniel@icloud.com. 
u Frost BC is searching for a minister 
of youth to lead church in ministering 
to youth grades 6th-12th and to their 
families. Email resume to frostbap-
tist@gmail.com. 
u FBC Alto is accepting resumes for a 
PT minister of youth. Must affirm the 
Baptist Faith & Message 2000. Send 
resumes to: fbcaltopastor@gmail.com. 
u FBC Whitewright is seeking a PT 
youth minister in a healthy and grow-
ing church with excellent facilities 
and resources. Must love students 
and student ministry, be energetic, 
a good communicator, a self-starter, 
humble, responsible, and teachable. 
Experience preferred. Email resume 
to dawndabradley1@gmail.com. 
u FBC Mixon, in the Tyler area, is seek-
ing bi-vocational/PT youth minister. 
Send resume to James Goforth at 
first.mixon@gmail.com. 

CHILDREN
u Bear Creek BC in Katy is searching 
for a FT children’s director. Email re-
sume to mitchroyer@gmail.com. 
u Lamar BC in Arlington is seeking a 
FT children’s minister. Submit resume 
to Lamar Baptist Church, 1000 Lamar 
Blvd, Arlington, TX or charles@lamar-
baptist.org. See our website at lamar-
baptist.org. 
u FBC Huffman (near Houston) is 
searching for a FT children’s pastor to 
serve children and families. Men and 
women considered. Medical included. 
Submit resumes to personnelteam@
fbchuffman.org. 
u Westbury BC in Houston is seek-
ing a bivocational children’s ministry 
associate. This is a highly relational 
position which focuses on building 
deep and intentional relationships 
with children, grades 5 and below, and 
their parents. The associate will serve 
alongside our family ministries pas-
tor, student ministry associate and 
discipleship pastor and in partnership 
with the other ministry areas of the 
church. Send resume to brandon-
webb@wbchouston.org. 

COMBINATION
u First Baptist Pampa is a healthy 
church (avg. att. 600) in the TX panhan-
dle with a history of strong family & chil-
dren’s ministry. This staff position pro-
vides comprehensive leadership over 
ministries to birth-5th grade and young 
adults. Website: firstpampa.org. Excel-
lent compensation package provided, 
commensurate with experience. Submit 
resume to byron@firstpampa.org. 
u FBC of Cooper is seeking a FT highly 
motivated person with a heart for stu-
dents and their families to fill the po-
sition of student/music pastor. Go to 
www.cooperfbc.com for job descrip-
tion. Email resume to Johnny Wither-
spoon at fbccooper@gmail.com. 

u Western Hills BC in Wichita Falls is 
searching for a FT worship (blended 
service with hymns/contemporary) 
and youth leader. If you feel God call-
ing you to minister in this way, send 
your resume to whbcwf@gmail.com. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking 
a FT kids and family minister with 
CrossCreek Network in Colleyville. 
CrossCreek is an international and 
domestic church planting network. 
Other cities are available. Email re-
sume to Sarai Harding at saraih@
firstcolleyville.com. 

OTHER
u Crossroads Church in Rowlett is a 
growing, creative, relationship-driven 
church. We are looking for someone to 
come sit in a “second chair” role to our 
lead pastor to share the responsibili-
ties of leading the church, teaching, 
and equipping. Email questions and 
resume to Jason Collins at jcollins@
crossroadsrowlett.org. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking a 
FT lead planter with CrossCreek Net-
work in Colleyville. CrossCreek is a do-
mestic and international church plant-
ing network. Other cities are available. 
Please email resume to Sarai Harding 
at saraih@firstcolleyville.com. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking 
a FT pastor of community engage-
ment with CrossCreek Network in Col-
leyville. CrossCreek is an international 
and domestic church planting net-
work. Other cities are available. Email 
resume to Sarai Harding at saraih@
firstcolleyville.com. 
u First Colleyville Church is seeking 
a FT pastor of spiritual development 
with CrossCreek Network in Col-
leyville. CrossCreek is an international 
and domestic church planting net-
work. Other cities are available. Email 
resume to Sarai Harding at saraih@
firstcolleyville.com. 

Paid Classifieds

u First Baptist Church of 
Alamogordo, NM, a mid-size 
community, home of Holloman 
Air Force Base, is seeking a FT 
senior pastor that is an expositor 
of the word, is mission minded, 
has a heart for community 
service and can connect with our 
diverse congregation. Submit 
resumes and sermon links to 
fbcalamopastorsearch@gmail.
com. 

u FBC Purcell, Oklahoma is 
accepting resumes for a full-time 
worship music and educational 
minister.  Submit resume, 
job history and references to 
FBCPurcellMinApp@gmail.com.  

u Seeking a director of worship 
arts at First Southern Baptist 
Church, Lawrence, Kansas.  

Job description posted at 
fsbcfamily.com. Resumes  
should be submitted to  
search@fsbcfamily.com. 

u First Baptist Church in Ruston, 
LA is seeking a full-time college 
minister. The applicant needs 
to be passionate about college 
students and seeing life changes 
in those students. We are located 
within 5 miles of two colleges. 
Send resume to Ed Colvin at  
ed@fbcruston.org.

u First Baptist Church of Las 
Cruces, NM is searching for a 
full-time minister of students. 
FBC averages between 800-
950 people in attendance each 
Sunday. For more information 
visit us on Facebook, Instagram, 
or our website, fbclascruces.com. 
Please email all resumes to jobs@
fbclascruces.com. 

By TEXAN Staff

SBTC field ministry strat-
egist and longtime pastor 
William (Bill) Robert Col-
lier, Jr., 76, of Bridge City, 
died on June 9, 2021, in 
Houston. 

Born at Banana River Na-
val Air Station near Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., on Oct. 2, 
1944, Collier graduated 

from high 
school in Falls 
Church, Virg., 
and joined the 
Marine Corps. 
The Vietnam 
veteran mar-
ried Annette 
Sims, his wife of 54 years, 
in 1967. Following a 25-
year career at the Jefferson 
Chemical Company (later 

part of Texaco), he earned 
an associates degree in 
ministry from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Collier pastored First 
Baptist Church of Fannett 
for a decade before being 
called to pastor Liberty 
Baptist Church in Bridge 
City. Following his retire-
ment from full-time minis-

try in 2014, he became an 
SBTC field ministry strate-
gist in Southeast Texas and 
continued to supply pulpits 
and serve in interim pastor 
roles.

Collier had a passion for 
sharing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ with everyone he 
met. His heart for evange-
lism took him on mission 
trips to numerous countries 

all over the world.
He was preceded in 

death by his parents and a 
granddaughter.

He is survived by his wife 
of 54 years, Anette Sims Col-
lier; four sons and daugh-
ters-in-law: Jeff and Emily 
Collier; Jay and Sarah Col-
lier; Keith and Amy Collier; 
Brent and Patti Collier, and 
10 grandchildren. 

East Texas pastor Bill Collier dies

Bill Collier



sb
texan

A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
0

2
1

S
O

U
T

H
E

R
N

 B
A

P
T

IS
T

 T
E

X
A

N
texan.digital

Culture
11

The justices in June declined to 
take up a case involving a Christian 
florist, Barronelle Stutzman, who 
lost an anti-discrimination case in 
her home state of Washington after 
she refused to design an arrange-
ment for a same-sex wedding. 

The Supreme Court also denied 
a petition by the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) to review 
its ongoing case involving a lawsuit 
filed by a former Southern Baptist 
state executive director. NAMB’s 
legal representative, First Liberty 
Institute, argued the case involves 
religious freedom. NAMB was seek-
ing to overturn a ruling by the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, which had 
allowed the case to proceed.  

Even so, the term was a success-
ful one for supporters of religious 
liberty in other cases.

On multiple occasions, the justices 
sided with churches that were fight-
ing COVID-19 restrictions on wor-
ship services. In one such instance, 
in April, the majority ruled that 
states cannot treat secular activities 
more favorably than religious ones 
during the pandemic. 

Advocates for religious liberty 
also won several other cases, includ-
ing one involving the crossroads of 
religious freedom and LGBT rights. 

Luke Goodrich, an attorney with 
the Becket Fund for Religious Lib-
erty, said in June the Supreme Court 
had sided with religious freedom in 
18 of the last 19 cases that went to 
oral arguments—14 of which were 
unanimous wins.

“Religious freedom is on a mas-
sive, decade-long winning streak at 
the Supreme Court,” he said.

Below are summaries of three 
victories for religious liberty from 
the 2020-21 term:

A victory for religious liberty 
in an LGBT rights case
One year after handing the LGBT 

community a significant victory in 
an employment case, the Supreme 
Court in June delivered a major win 
to religious freedom advocates.

The justices, in a 9-0 decision, 
ruled that the city of Philadelphia 
violated the First Amendment 
when it tried to force a local char-
ity, Catholic Social Services (CSS), to 
place children in LGBT homes. The 
city had severed a foster care con-
tract with Catholic Social Services 
after the latter said its religious 

beliefs prevented it from working 
with same-sex couples.

The ruling involved a rare agree-
ment on LGBT issues between the 
court’s six-member conservative 
bloc and the three-member liberal 
bloc.

“The Free Exercise Clause of the 
First Amendment, applicable to 
the States under the Fourteenth 
Amendment, provides that ‘Con-
gress shall make no law … prohib-
iting the free exercise’ of religion,” 
Chief Justice John Roberts wrote. 
“As an initial matter, it is plain that 
the City’s actions have burdened 
CSS’s religious exercise by putting 
it to the choice of curtailing its mis-
sion or approving relationships in-
consistent with its beliefs.” 

Three conservative justices—
Samuel Alito, Neil Gorsuch and 
Clarence Thomas—said the court’s 
ruling was too limited. Specifical-
ly, they would have overturned a 
1990 decision, Employment Divi-
sion v. Smith, that has been used 
by some courts to limit religious 
liberty. In that case, the justices 
ruled that a law is constitutional 
if it is neutral and if there is a “le-
gitimate” government interest in 
passing the law.

“The particular appeal before us 
arises at the intersection of public 
accommodations laws and the First 
Amendment; it involves same-sex 
couples and the Catholic Church,” 
Gorsuch wrote in a concurring 
opinion joined by Alito and Thom-
as. “Dodging the question today 
guarantees it will recur tomorrow. 
These cases will keep coming until 
the Court musters the fortitude to 
supply an answer. Respectfully, it 
should have done so today.” 

The case was Fulton v. City of 
Philadelphia

A win for donors 
to religious groups
On its last day of the term, the 

high court handed a win to faith-
based organizations and nonprofits 
when it ruled that the state of Cali-
fornia could not require such groups 
to disclose the names and addresses 
of their biggest donors.

At issue was a California law that 
allowed the state’s attorney general 
to force organizations to disclose 
their major donors listed on IRS 
Schedule B (Form 990).

Although the law requires the list 
of donors to remain confidential, 
some lists have inadvertently been 
posted online, the court’s majority 
opinion noted.

The decision broke along ideologi-
cal lines, with the court’s six conser-
vatives forming the majority.

The lawsuit was brought by the 
Thomas More Law Center, a Chris-
tian legal group, and by the Ameri-
cans for Prosperity Foundation, 
which was founded by the Koch 
brothers.

Faith-based groups argued that 
such a law can have a chilling im-
pact on donors, especially when 
groups take sides on hot-button so-
cial issues.  

“The disclosure requirement ‘cre-
ates an unnecessary risk of chilling’ 
in violation of the First Amend-
ment,” Chief Justice John Roberts 
wrote for the majority. “The peti-
tioners here, for example, intro-
duced evidence that they and their 
supporters have been subjected to 
bomb threats, protests, stalking, and 
physical violence.”

The California law, Roberts said, 
violates the First Amendment.

Alliance Defending Freedom 
represented the Thomas More Law 
Center.

“The Supreme Court has con-
firmed that every American is free 
to peacefully support causes they 
believe in without fear of harass-
ment or intimidation,” said ADF se-
nior counsel John Bursch. “Public 
advocacy is for everyone, not just 
those able to weather abuse. Forced 
donor disclosure is a threat to every-
one and discourages both charitable 
giving and participation in the mar-
ketplace of ideas. The court correct-
ly upheld the First Amendment’s 
promise of the freedom to associate 
with like-minded groups, which in-
cludes the right to donor privacy.”

The case was Americans for Pros-
perity Foundation vs. California. 

A case involving 3 Muslims 
could benefit Christians
The Supreme Court in Decem-

ber ruled that three Muslim men 
can sue government employees for 
financial relief because they were 
placed on the No-Fly List.

The men—living legally in the 
U.S.—had been placed on the list 
after they refused to act as infor-
mants against other Muslims. The 
trio then argued the government 
had violated their rights under the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA). They also sued the federal 
agents for monetary damages. 

Legal experts said the ruling can 
have a broader impact on religious 
liberty beyond the Muslim commu-
nity.

“It's a victory for religious liberty, 
primarily because it will stand as 
a warning to federal officials that 
they have to be careful to respect re-
ligious freedom,” Stephanie Taub, se-
nior counsel for First Liberty Insti-
tute, told Christian Headlines. “This 
decision held that federal officials 
can be held personally account-
able when they knowingly violate 
clearly established religious liberty 
rights. So essentially, when we're 
talking about federal officials that 
egregiously violate the law to harm 
people of faith, then they can be on 
the hook for monetary damages.”

The case was Tanzin v. Tanvir. 

A pro-life victory at SCOTUS
Although the high court did not 

hear oral arguments in any abor-
tion-related case, it issued a ruling 
upholding a pro-life policy from the 
Trump era.

At issue was a Food and Drug 
Administration policy under the 
Trump administration requiring 
pregnant women to visit a doctor 
before acquiring pills for a chemical 
(or medical) abortion. A judge had 
ruled the pills could be distributed 
via mail during the pandemic, but 
the Trump administration opposed 
the judge’s decision and filed an  
appeal to the Supreme Court.

In January, the Supreme Court, 
in a 6-3 decision that broke along 
ideological lines, issued a stay on the 
judge’s decision and reinstated the 
requirement.   

The Clinton, George W. Bush, 
Obama and Trump administrations 
all required a doctor’s visit before 
obtaining the abortion pill.  

The Biden administration subse-
quently removed the doctor’s visit 
requirement, but the court’s ruling 
nevertheless indicated where the 
court may stand on abortion-related 
cases. 

SCOTUS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
IS ON A MASSIVE, 

DECADE-LONG 
WINNING STREAK AT 
THE SUPREME COURT. 

—LUKE GOODRICH
BECKET FUND FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
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By Michael Foust
TEXAN Correspondent

Omar is a man of faith 
with a big heart and a 
strong desire to save the 
street kids of Cabo San Lu-
cas, Mexico.

He’s also a man who puts 
his faith into action. 

He and his wife, Becca, 
operate an orphanage of 
more than a dozen boys, 
teaching them right from 
wrong and instilling in 
them the traits that helped 
Omar survive, including 
hard work.

Some of the children 
were abandoned. Others 
were abused. 

Unfortunately, though, 
Omar’s orphanage is short 
on funds. Without a quick 
infusion of cash—specifi-
cally, $117,000—the bank 
will close the orphanage 
within a month. And those 
children will be sent back to 
the street.

Omar needs a miracle. 
Perhaps a storm will help.
A hurricane hits Cabo 

San Lucas, flooding the or-
phanage and sending the 
rest of the community into 
chaos. This includes the 
Bisbee’s Black & Blue Fish-
ing Tournament, which is 
plagued with cancellations 
from international travel-
ers and is needing partici-
pants. 

Witnessing Omar’s fi-
nancial plight, a tourna-
ment official pairs Omar’s 
orphanage with a has-been 
fisherman and enters them 
into the competition, waiv-
ing the hefty fees. 

Could the Bisbee Black 
& Blue—the world’s richest 
fishing tournament—be the 
answer to Omar’s financial 
plight?  

The faith-centric Netflix 
film Blue Miracle (TV-PG) 
recounts this unlikely tale, 
which is based on a true 
story about an orphanage, 
Casa Hogar, that was on 
the verge of closing when 
the unexpected happened. 
It stars Jimmy Gonzales 
(Godzilla: King of the Mon-
sters) as Omar and Dennis 
Quaid (I Can Only Imagine) 
as the fisherman, Wade. 

It’s one of the most inspir-
ing dramas of 2021, with 

themes involving second 
chances, fatherhood and 
prayer. (“God hears me ev-
ery time,” Omar tells one of 
the boys.) It even has a posi-
tive message about temp-
tation (Omar and Wade 
briefly consider cheating in 
order to win).

Quaid has mastered the 
role of an aging, gruff man. 
Gonzales is marvelous, too.

Chris Dowling, a Chris-
tian filmmaker who helped 
make faith movies such as 
Run the Race and Price-
less, co-wrote Blue Mir-
acle. Reach Records, the 
Christian label co-founded 
by Lecrae, produced the 
soundtrack. 

Thankfully, Blue Miracle 
also is family-friendly, with 
only minor language—h-ll 
(1), p---ed (1), OMG (1)—and 
no sexuality or violence. 
Still, parents of small chil-
dren may want to be cau-
tious due to themes of 
abandonment and street 
violence.  

Also worth watching this 
summer:

The Mysterious 
Benedict Society
Disney Plus
This TV-PG series, which 

debuted on Disney Plus on 
June 25, tells the story of 
four gifted orphans recruit-
ed by a mysterious man 
called Mr. Benedict to save 
the world from “The Emer-
gency,” a global crisis that 
has led to the eradication 
of truth and empathy. Ideal 
for the whole family, with 
cross-generational humor 
and cliffhanger endings 
from week-to-week, the 
eight-episode live-action 
series is based on the best-
selling book series by Tren-
ton Lee Stewart.

Besides being filled with 
quirky humor, the series 
also is family-friendly. The 
first two episodes include 
no sexuality or violence 
and only minor language (I 
caught one “OMG.”) If you 
need anything skipped, 
then give the filtering ser-
vice ClearPlay a try. (It 
works with The Mysterious 
Benedict Society.) 

Luca 
Disney Plus
A young boy and his 

friend spend a summer in 
a seaside Italian town with 
the goal of winning a triath-
lon as they harbor a secret: 
The two boys are under-
cover sea monsters. Luca is 
the latest film from Pixar, 
which (tragically) released 
the movie on Disney Plus 
instead of in theaters due 
to the pandemic. It includes 
a strong message about 
friendship and an inspiring 
allegory about race. Rated 
PG for rude humor, lan-
guage, some thematic ele-
ments and brief violence. 

Birdie 
Pureflix
A single father recently 

released from prison tries to 
reconnect with the 8-year-
old daughter he barely 
knew. Unfortunately for 
him, she’s being raised by 
grandparents who don’t 
want him near her. It’s an 
uplifting story about re-
demption, forgiveness and 
the gospel. LaRonn Marzett 
is stellar in the lead role. 

Summer of Soul 
Theaters and Hulu -- 
teens and above
It’s a documentary about 

the 1969 Harlem Cultural 
Festival, a series of concerts 
that drew well-known 
names and hundreds of 
thousands of fans but were 

largely forgotten—until 
now. Sly and the Fam-
ily Stone, Stevie Wonder 
and The Fifth Dimension 
all sang. Gospel music also 
played a major role in the 
festival and is spotlight-
ed in the film (led by the  
Edwin Hawkins Singers’ “Oh 
Happy Day”). I caught only 
one coarse word (a “GD,” said 
when musician Ray Barret-
to is performing.) Rated PG-
13 for some disturbing im-
ages, smoking and brief drug 
material. This one is best for 
teens and adults. 

Capital One 
College Bowl Game Show 
NBC, Peacock TV
Peyton Manning and his 

brother Cooper host this 
trivia game show that fea-
tures students from rival 
colleges going head to head. 
(Students from Alabama 
and Auburn faced off in one 
of the first episodes.) It is a 
revival of a game show that 
first aired in 1959. The first 
season includes 10 episodes 
and airs each Tuesday. Rat-
ed TV-PG.   

Spirit Untamed 
Theaters, HBO Max
A young girl develops 

a passion for horses—and 
horse-riding—after being 
sent to the wide-open 
frontier out west. Spirit 
Untamed includes a family-

centric plot and is one of 
the year’s most kid-friendly 
movies. Rated PG for some 
adventure action.

Expedition Back 
to the Future 
Discovery Plus
Explorer Josh Gates joins 

actor Christopher Lloyd 
to search for the famous 
DeLorean time-traveling 
machine from the Back to 
the Future film series. Some 
families may not consider 
Expedition Back to the Fu-
ture appropriate for young 
children—it includes minor 
language and scenes from 
the films—but parents who 
grew up in the 1980s prob-
ably will enjoy it. TV-14. 

Oklahoma 
Disney Plus
A farm girl is courted by 

two cowboys in this 1955 
musical classic. It was nomi-
nated for four Oscars and 
won two (Best Music, Best 
Sound). Oklahoma stars 
Gordon MacRae, Rod Stei-
ger, Gene Nelson and Shir-
ley Jones. It includes some 
of the best tunes you’ll ever 
hear in a musical. Rated G.

Meet the Meerkats 
Discovery Plus
Meerkats rescued from 

the illegal trade are re-
turned to the Kuruman 
River Reserve in Africa and 
then followed by cameras 
as they adapt to the wild. 
It’s a fascinating animal 
documentary that has ele-
ments of a comedy and a 
drama. 

Netflix’s ‘Blue Miracle’ spotlights 
faith, fatherhood and second chances

FA M I LY- F R I E N D LY 
E N T E R TA I N M E N T
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By Diana Chandler 
Baptist Press

KADUNA, Nigeria About 125 
students kidnapped from 
a Baptist church school in 
northern Nigeria are es-
pecially in danger because 
of their Christianity and 
the unwillingness of local 
authorities to pay a ran-
som, a leading persecution 
watchdog group told Bap-
tist Press.

“There have been many 
kidnappings of school chil-
dren over the past few 
years,” said Nathan John-
son, International Chris-
tian Concern’s (ICC) re-
gional manager for Africa. 
“In this case it is a Baptist 
school, so most of those 
children, the vast majority 
of those children will be 
Christian.

“Our concern right now 
is those Christian students 
will not be returned as easi-
ly, especially because [Nasir 
Ahmad] el-Rufai, the cur-

rent governor of Kaduna 
State said he won’t pay for 
ransom for kidnappings.”

Muslim Fulani terrorists 
or loosely organized bandits 
are suspected in the attack 
by an estimated 70 gun-
men on the Bethel Baptist 
Church school in the Chi-

kun Local Government Area 
of Kaduna state early July 5, 
according to many news re-
ports. No ransom had been 
requested as of July 7.

Whether the kidnapping 
was conducted by Fulani, 
bandits or terrorists, Chris-
tian Association of Nigeria 
President Samson Olasupo 
Ayokunle told Christian-
ity Today, “Christians in 
Kaduna State have suffered 
too much from the hands of 
their attackers.”

As many as 179 children 
are estimated to have been 
kidnapped, but Johnson 
said his best sources indi-
cate 153 were abducted, 28 
escaped or were quickly re-
covered and 125 remain in 
bondage.

Joseph Hayab, the chair-
man of the Kaduna State 
Chapter of the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, said 
in a public statement that 
his son attends the school 
but managed to escape at-
tackers.

“When I heard the news, 
I kind of gave up, though 
still kept making some con-
tacts. Surprisingly, I got a 
call later that my son had 
surfaced,” said Hayab, who 
helped organize a search 
party. Gunmen entered the 
school around 2 a.m., or-
dered students to lie pros-
trate and began shooting, 
Hayab learned from his 
son.

“In Kaduna, there is no 
Islamic school that has 
been attacked in this man-
ner,” Hayab said. “A mission 
school was targeted and 
they took away our stu-
dents. … Our trust is in God, 
and I urge all our parents 
to remain calm and keep 
faith with God for there is 
nothing he cannot do. God 
Almighty will arise and in-
tervene in this unfortunate 
incident.”

Johnson believes the kid-
napping was for financial 
gain.

“These kind of kidnap-
pings have proven to be 
quite lucrative,” he said. 
“There is a decent chance 
this was done for financial 
gain, but that financial gain 

then goes to further their 
own attacks and terrorism 
throughout the country.

“We’ve seen it on numer-
ous occasions where kid-
nappings have led to mil-
lions of dollars in ransom 
across the country, and kid-
napping for ransom is one 
of the top grossing crimes in 
Nigeria at this time.”

Fulani terrorists are like-
ly to blame, Johnson said, 
but others including Chris-
tian Association of Nigeria 
and national government 
officials suspect bandits or 
gangs of committing the 
crime.

“You can never quite be 
sure; there [are] a lot of gang 
groups,” Johnson said. “But 
from our contacts and from 
the best knowledge that we 
have, we deem this as Fu-
lani militants.”

Nigerian President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, himself 
of Fulani heritage, “de-
scribed the kidnapping as 
cowardly and despicable” 
and as “an assault on af-
fected families and the na-
tion,” Christianity Today 
reported, quoting a state-
ment from Garba Shehu, 
Buhari’s special advisor for 
media and publicity. Bu-
hari ordered military, police 
and intelligence agencies to 
work intensely and quickly 
for the students’ release, 
Shehu said.

ICC is urging Nigeria’s 
national government to 
intervene for the students’ 
release, to increase security 
in local areas and to work to 
end corruption within law 
enforcement that can en-
able such kidnappings.

“If the [national gov-
ernment] wants to show 
they’re not biased against 
certain populations or re-
ligious groups, they ab-
solutely need to work to 
secure the release of these 
school children,” Johnson 
said. “They were able to 
do it within days or weeks 
for the Dapchi schoolgirls 
(in 2018) and the Kankara 
schoolboys (in 2020), so 
if they can’t do that here 
it shows a serious kind of 
bias, either on the side of 
the kidnappers or on the 

side of the government, or 
both.

“They absolutely need 
to do their best to get the 
release of these school chil-
dren.”

Nigeria makes a mistake 
in organizing all security 
through the federal govern-
ment, Johnson said.

“I think they need to 
start establishing state and 
even city police forces, ones 
that know the local popula-
tion, know what’s going on 
in their area and actually 
care to defend it,” Johnson 
said, “versus federal troops 
who are brought from all 
over the country for short 
periods of time to conduct 
missions in those locations. 
I don’t think that’s nearly as 
effective.”

Johnson personally wit-
nessed government cor-
ruption on a trip about an 
hour outside Kaduna earlier 
this summer, he told Baptist 
Press.

“During that time, we had 
multiple soldiers and police 
officers ask for bribes, ask 
for money from us and I 
know from others in that 
location,” he said. “What 
that means is they’re look-
ing to make financial gains 
themselves and that means 
criminals could very well 
potentially use that for 
their own means to be able 
to set up attacks or kidnap-
pings like this.”

Bandits are blamed for 
at least four kidnappings in 
Zamfara, Katsina and Ni-
ger states—predominantly 
Muslim areas—since late 
December 2020. Most of 
those students, totaling 
more than 600, were re-
leased. A Christian student 
was killed.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment in December named 
Nigeria a Country of Par-
ticular Concern for the 
first time in its annual 
report, citing systematic, 
ongoing, and egregious re-
ligious freedom violations. 
In its 2021 World Watch 
List, persecution watchdog 
Open Doors ranked Nigeria 
ninth among the 50 most 
dangerous countries for 
Christians. 

125 Baptist high school students kidnapped in Nigeria

Canadian pastor, freed from 
jail, tells congregation:  
‘Don’t fear men,’ ‘fear God’ 

A Canadian pastor who was arrested this sum-
mer for an illegal outdoor church service was re-
leased in July.

Tim Stephens, pastor of Fairview Baptist Church 
in Calgary, was released July 1 after spending 
more than two weeks in jail for holding an outdoor 
church service at an undisclosed location in viola-
tion of Ontario’s COVID-19 health restrictions.

At one point this summer, the province limited 
church services to 15 individuals. Large outdoor 
services also were banned. 

The church’s building was seized by the govern-
ment. Without a building, Stephens and the mem-
bers began holding outdoor services in a secret lo-
cation. He was arrested at his home the same week 
a police helicopter spotted the service.  

Stephens discussed his incarceration during a 
July sermon. 

“The last 17 nights I've spent in jail,” he said, “have 
given me opportunities to declare the glory of 
Christ, within and without. [There] never has been 
a time in my life when I've been so hated by people. 
But never has there been a time in my life when I 
felt so loved by people [at] the same time. Don't fear 
men. Shout from the rooftops that Jesus Christ is 
King of all kings.

“... Fear God. Jesus said [that] God is the one who 
is going to judge and God is the one who is going to 
care for you.”

The government also released the building back 
to the church. 

--JUSTICE CENTRE, FBC CALGARY FACEBOOK PAGE

Tim Stephens PHOTO BY ADAM SOOS

IN KADUNA, THERE IS NO ISLAMIC SCHOOL 
THAT HAS BEEN ATTACKED IN THIS MANNER. 
A MISSION SCHOOL WAS TARGETED AND THEY 

TOOK AWAY OUR STUDENTS. … OUR TRUST 
IS IN GOD, AND I URGE ALL OUR PARENTS TO 

REMAIN CALM AND KEEP FAITH WITH GOD 
FOR THERE IS NOTHING HE CANNOT DO. GOD 
ALMIGHTY WILL ARISE AND INTERVENE IN 

THIS UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT. 

—JOSEPH HAYAB, PARENT, CHAIRMAN OF THE KADUNA 
STATE CHAPTER OF THE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA



By TEXAN Staff

A new resource geared 
for all Southern Baptist Di-
saster Relief workers and 
published by the Southern 
Baptists of Texas Conven-
tion was unveiled at the 
SBC’s National DR Round-
table at Mount Juliet, east 
of Nashville, on June 17, 
following the SBC annual 
meeting.

Withstanding the Storm 
was written by SBDR vol-
unteers and staff from 
across the country, repre-
senting nearly all of the 42 

state Baptist conventions, 
plus the North American 
Mission Board and Cana-
dian Global Response. Each 
of the 52 entries features a 
Scripture verse, an apt il-
lustration from the DR field 
and a prayer. Major themes 
include evangelism, team 
care, family needs, leader-
ship and survivors’ issues.

“The vision is for those 
on the field, tired from a 
day’s work mudding out 
houses, tarping roofs or cut-
ting down damaged trees, 
to use the book for encour-
agement,” SBTC DR Director 

Scottie Stice, the book’s gen-
eral editor, told the TEXAN.

“Team leaders are of-
ten looking for something 
to use during morning or 
evening devotional times. 
Withstanding the Storm fits 
that bill,” Stice added, ex-
pressing gratitude to the 
book’s many contributors.

The sturdy softcover vol-
ume will fit easily in a DR 
volunteer’s gear. Free down-
loads of the book are avail-
able, and the resource is also 
being offered in paperback, 
with a bulk pricing option. 
Visit sbtexas.com/dr. 

SBTC DR launches new SBDR devotional resource

By Tom Strode
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE  A search com-
mittee has been named to 
find a successor to Russell 
Moore as president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Re-
ligious Liberty Commission.

On behalf of the ERLC 
Executive Committee, Da-
vid Prince, chairman of 
the commission’s trustees, 
announced July 6 the se-
lection of Todd Howard 
as chairman of the presi-

dential search commit-
tee. Howard is the pastor 
of Watson Chapel Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff, Ark.

The other trustees 
named to the committee 
and the states they repre-
sent are Lori Bova of New 
Mexico, Traci Griggs of 
North Carolina, Christine 
Hoover of Virginia, Juan 
Sanchez of Texas and A.B. 
Vines of California. Prince, 
pastor of preaching and vi-
sion at Ashland Avenue 
Baptist Church in Lexing-

ton, Ky., and an at-large 
trustee. Prince will be an 
ex-officio member of the 
committee.

The search committee 
is charged with bringing 
a candidate to the ERLC 
trustee board to recom-
mend as a successor to 
Moore, whose resignation 
took effect June 1 after 
eight years as the commis-
sion’s president. Moore an-
nounced in mid-May his 
departure to become public 
theologian for Christianity 

Today and lead the evan-
gelical magazine’s new 
Public Theology Project.

In an ERLC news release, 
Prince said the search com-
mittee members “come from 
diverse backgrounds and 
ministry contexts but share 
a deep and abiding commit-
ment to the gospel and the 
need for faithful Christian 
witness in the public square.”

The search committee 
will meet in the weeks 
ahead to create guidelines, 
a presidential profile and 

the process for submitting 
names for consideration, 
according to the ERLC 
news release. Information 
will then be released to as-
sist those who would like 
to recommend a candidate.

As with other recent SBC 
entity searches, the elec-
tion of a new ERLC presi-
dent is expected to require 
“many months,” Prince said 
during the commission’s 
report to the 2021 SBC An-
nual Meeting June 15-16 in 
Nashville.  

ERLC presidential search committee named

By Jon Speed
Guest Columnist

Editor’s note: Our July 
TEXAN reported that SBC 
messengers in Nashville 
took the unusual action of 
bringing a resolution from 
the floor and then passing 
an edited version. An SBTC 
church minister has asked 
for the opportunity to speak 
in support of the resolution. 

I am blessed to have been 
a co-author of the resolu-
tion “On Abortion Aboli-
tion” which was affirmed 
at the annual meeting in 
Nashville on June 16.  It is 
a good resolution.  It is the 
most biblically accurate and 
ethically consistent state-
ment on the issue of abor-
tion made by any denomi-
nation since 1973, or before.

G o s p e l - C e nt e r e d - A s 
Great Commission Baptists, 
our primary concern is the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
pro-life movement always 
says that we must “change 
hearts to change minds.” 
I agree. However, classes 
on sidewalk ministry at 

abortion mills usually ig-
nore the gospel altogether. 
Their reasoning on the 
front lines of battle is too 
often humanistic and secu-
lar. We are told we cannot 
call abortion “murder,” we 
should avoid the word “sin,” 
and  our arguments should 
be devoid of biblical con-
tent and the gospel. They 
reason that our culture 
does not respond to a bibli-
cal argument; therefore, we 
should reason like secular-
ists in this fight. 

A question for my pro-life 
friends: What do you have 
that works better than the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to 
change hearts and minds? 
My Bible says that faith 
comes by hearing and hear-
ing by the Word of Christ 
(Romans 10:17). Is there any-
thing more powerful?

It was pro-lifers’ inabil-
ity to answer these questions 
that made me an abolitionist, 
not just at the murder mills, 
but also at the legislatures.

Bible-Centered-Secular 
humanism has also influ-
enced the writing of pro-
life legislation.

The government has the 
role and responsibility of 
bearing the sword against 
those who do evil (Romans 
13:3-4). If Southern Baptist 
pastors support pro-life leg-

islation that does not call 
upon the civil magistrates 
to provide equal justice, 
and therefore equal protec-
tion, for life in the womb, 
they commit a category er-
ror. The argument against 
legislation that would crim-
inalize everyone involved 
in aborting a precious baby 
is based on pseudo-com-
passion. The error is seek-
ing to use the government 
to do what only the church 
can do: minister grace. The 
church must call on the 
government to impartially 
enforce the existing laws in 
our state on murder. 

An Example-In 2019, an 
abortion abolition bill (TX 
HB 896) came to a Texas 
House committee hearing 
in Austin chaired by pro-
life Republican and South-
ern Baptist, Rep. Jeff Leach 
(Plano). The hearing lasted 
until after 3:00 AM the 
next day with more than 
300 Texans and expert wit-
nesses testifying in FAVOR 
of the bill. No other bill 
had as many supporters in 
that legislative session. Rep. 
Leach, a few hours later, 
killed the bill in the name of 
compassion. This is all docu-
mented in our film, Babies 
Are Still Murdered Here.  

In 2019, more than 56,000 
babies were murdered in 

Texas (that we know about, 
not counting online pill 
abortions or emergency 
pregnancy pills sold at near-
ly every pharmacy and big 
box retailer in Texas). 

At the 2020 March for 
Life in Austin, on the steps 
of the Capitol, the Texas 
Alliance for Life presented 
Rep. Leach with a pro-life 
hero award for protecting 
lives of the unborn because 
he sponsored a bill protect-
ing babies who are born 
alive during an abortion, 
an exceedingly rare oc-
currence in a state where 
abortions are supposed 
to be prohibited after 20 
weeks. In effect, Rep. Leach 
said to the preborn babies 
of Texas, “Good luck, kid.” 

Can you see why we say 
that pro-life strategy is not 
just?   If HB 896 had been 
passed into law in 2019, the 
children sacrificed since 
then would be alive today. 
In Texas alone, that’s around 
140,000 slaughtered, inno-
cent, preborn children. 

As the resolution states, 
“We reject any position 
that allows for any excep-
tions to the legal protec-
tion of our preborn neigh-
bors, compromises God’s 
holy standard of justice, or 
promotes any God-hating 
partiality.”  We are sinfully 

partial when we offer pro-
tections for some babies 
but not all.

Some SBC academics 
who have critiqued the 
resolution have cringed 
because the document 
calls into question pro-life 
efforts. Here are my ques-
tions for them: “Is the life in 
the womb human?” “Does 
that life deserve equal pro-
tection under the law?”  

After almost 49 years of 
child sacrifice under the 
color of law, isn’t it time that 
we call on our legislators to 
END it rather than regu-
late when, where, and how 
it may be done in Texas? 
We must demand pro-life 
groups, lobbyists, and poli-
ticians stop opposing bills 
that treat abortion as mur-
der and begin supporting 
equal justice for the human 
life inside of the womb as 
well as outside. The church 
must arise with a unified, 
prophetic voice and de-
mand the immediate and 
complete end of child sac-
rifice, without compromise.

This resolution is a tool 
to equip your congregation. 
Please use it. 

Jon Speed is pastor of missions and 
evangelism at FBC Briar, in Azle. You can 
see the resolution approved by messen-
gers at sbc.net under “Resources.”

THE SBC RESOLUTION ON ABOLISHING ABORTION
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By Scott Barkley
Baptist Press

BRECKENRIDGE, Colo.  For 
the last 17 years or so, The 
Church at Agape Outpost 
has held every summer 
Sunday service outside. It’s 
easy to see why, as its out-
door amphitheater on the 
bank of the Blue River joins 
views of Swan Mountain to 
the crisp Colorado morning 
air. The Creator’s work be-
comes just as apparent as 
the gospel preached by Pas-
tor Mike Atkinson.

Normally those services 
would have begun last 
weekend, as they custom-
arily do near July 4. A de-
cision was made this year, 
however, to move that point 
to Memorial Day weekend 
and end as usual at Labor 
Day. Atkinson said the rea-
son was a sense that people 
wanted to be together more 
after a year where COVID 
largely prevented gather-
ings as usual.

In the spring of 2020, 
the church met indoors, 
albeit with social distanc-
ing in place. When services 
moved outdoors that July 4, 
people were more comfort-
able. But then in-person 
attendance struggled with 
the return indoors. Church 
leaders took note and decid-
ed to go outside five weeks 
earlier in 2021.

Still, the 9,400-foot el-
evation of Agape Outpost 
doesn’t make for a typical 
outdoor June morning.

“We knew they were 
tired of not being together in 
person, so this year we told 
people to wear a coat,” Atkin-

son said. “When our worship 
team sets up at 7:30 we’re 
wearing jackets. Some days it 
was still in the 40s, but tem-
peratures are typically in the 
60s or 70s by then.”

In Atkinson’s 34 years as 
pastor most of the summer 
weather has been perfect 
for the outdoor services, 
and they’ve had to move 
inside only twice because 
of rain. However, he also 
has witnessed “a handful of 
times” when Fourth of July 
activities were cancelled 
because of snow.

The son of a career Navy 
man, Atkinson was born 
in Morocco and ended up 
moving around the south-
eastern United States grow-
ing up. He would go on to 
graduate from the Universi-
ty of Central Florida before 
attending Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. During his last semes-
ter he was introduced to 
The Church at Agape Out-
post and its founding pastor, 
Dwane Jackson, who was 
preparing for another path 
in ministry. Jackson and 
the church’s elders eventu-
ally came to see Atkinson as 
the next pastor. 

Atkinson credits Jack-
son with establishing the 
church’s focus for reaching 
those in a resort ministry 
setting. He’s working to 
expand that through plans 
to build housing on the 
church’s property that will 
host interns and others for 
training in resort ministry.

“You have people who live 
here and those who come in 
for seasonal work as well 
as guests here for a week or 

so,” he said on the various 
lengths at which people are 
in the area. “You also have 
people with second homes 
who stay a little longer.”

The cost of living is an-
other hurdle, as Atkinson 
pointed out how prices are 
25-30 percent higher in 
Breckenridge than 70 miles 
away in the Front Range 
cities of Golden and Boul-
der. When Atkinson and his 
wife, Carolyn, moved there 
in 1988, a lot “for a decent 
home would cost $20,000. 
Fifteen years later we 
bought one for $120,000. A 
few months ago the lot be-
side ours, which is a little 
smaller, sold for $450,000.

“Seasonality also wears 
people out,” he said, refer-
ring to the months of Oc-
tober, November and May 
when the area practically 
shuts down.

“There’s no one here. It’s 
like a ghost town and you 
have to get used to that.”

That makes it difficult 
to maintain leadership, he 
added. The challenge is to 
acknowledge those factors 
and build something around 
that acknowledgment.

One factor is that around 
30 percent of the popula-
tion can’t go to a regular 
morning worship service 
because of work. So Agape 
started a Wednesday night 
gathering that began with 
a fellowship meal and was 
designed to replicate the 
Sunday service. Atkinson’s 
message those nights is 
more discussion-based and 
related to the previous Sun-
day’s sermon.

Most years Agape Out-
post would host a concert 
with free food or enter a 
float with a gospel theme in 
the Fourth of July parade. 
With the holiday falling 
on a Sunday this year, the 
church opted to forgo those 
and instead celebrate with 
a baptism in the Blue River 
behind the amphitheater 
stage.

The term “tourist” is 
frowned upon regarding 
those who are in Brecken-
ridge for the world-class 
skiing or cool mountain air 
in the summer months and 
attend services like those 

at Agape Outpost.
“It’s really not just a mat-

ter of semantics but having 
an attitude of inclusion and 
value,” said Steve Hoekstra, 
a longtime friend of Atkin-
son’s and director of the 
Western Office for Colo-
rado Baptists and statewide 
Resort and Leisure Min-
istries director. “We have 
guests and visitors in Colo-
rado. The outdoor services 
at Agape Outpost are a rec-
ognition of the lifestyle in 
the mountains and not an 

attraction to any one par-
ticular audience.”

Atkinson estimates the 
church sees more than a 
thousand visitors and guests 
over a typical summer.

“We’re aware that a lot of 
people are only going to be 
there one time,” he said. “So, 
we keep that in mind when 
we preach and worship. 
The gospel is presented 
clearly and when they go 
back home, we encourage 
them to join and serve in a 
local church.” 

Taking the gospel outside, Colorado church 
extends outdoor services

Worship at Agape Outpost typically draws around 200 attendees, with many of them seasonal guests and 
visitors to the resort town of Breckenridge. PHOTO BY JEANNIE BREWER

Pastor Mike Atkinson of The Church at Agape Outpost conducts a 
baptism in the Blue River on May 30. 

SBTC Bible Drill and Speakers 
Tournament winners sweep 
national contests 
By TEXAN Staff

GRAPEVINE and DALLAS  Twenty-five students from 
various Southern Baptists of Texas Convention 
churches gathered in Grapevine on May 15 for the 
SBTC Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament State 
Finals, competing in the youth, high school and 
speaker categories. Winners advanced from the 
May tournament to garner national honors at the 
National Invitational Tournament for Bible Drill 
and Speakers Tournament held at Dallas Baptist 
University one month later. 

At the national tourney, all three SBTC state 
winners continued their winning ways. Andrew 
Wisley of First Baptist Dallas won first place in the 
National Youth Bible Drill. Lillian Felton, also of 
First Baptist Dallas, won first place in the National 
High School Bible Drill. Jonathan Perkins of Pre-
stonwood Baptist won first place in the National 
Speakers Tournament. 

Also from Texas, Leala Hutchens of FBC Cochran 
tied for second place in the National Youth Bible 
Drill.

The 2022 National Youth and High School Bible 
Drill and Speakers Tournament will be held in 
Georgia. 

Bible Drill and Speakers Tournament winners include, L-R, 
Andrew Wisley, Nationals Youth Drill First Place Winner 
from FBC Dallas; Jonathan Perkins, Nationals Speakers 
Tournament First Place Winner from Prestonwood; Lillian 
Felton, Nationals High School Drill First Place Winner from 
FBC Dallas. PHOTO SUBMITTED

WE’RE AWARE THAT A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE ONLY GOING 
TO BE THERE ONE TIME. SO, WE KEEP THAT IN MIND WHEN 

WE PREACH AND WORSHIP. THE GOSPEL IS PRESENTED 
CLEARLY AND WHEN THEY GO BACK HOME, WE ENCOURAGE 

THEM TO JOIN AND SERVE IN A LOCAL CHURCH. 

—STEVE HOEKSTRA, COLORADO BAPTISTS
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By Tom Strode
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON  The District 
of Columbia has agreed 
to pay $220,000 in legal 
fees in a settlement with 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church. 
The settlement comes nine 
months after a federal court 
ruled the government could 
not prohibit the Southern 
Baptist congregation from 
meeting outdoors with 
proper safety measures in 
place during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The July 8 settlement 
agreement followed an Oc-
tober 2020 decision by fed-
eral judge Trevor McFadden 
to block enforcement of D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser’s re-
strictions on religious gath-
erings. McFadden ruled 
the district’s limitations 
during the pandemic “sub-
stantially burden” CHBC’s 
free exercise of religion and 
likely violate the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA). In the settlement, 
D.C. agreed to pay $210,000 
to the law firm WilmerHale 
and $10,000 to First Liberty 
Institute, which both rep-
resented the church in the 
suit.

CHBC, which resumed 
holding corporate worship 
in its auditorium May 2, is 
“thankful for the Lord’s pro-
vision to be able to gather” 
in other locations before re-
turning to its own building, 

said Justin Sok, a church el-
der, in written remarks.

“We praise him for the 
kindness to be able to use 
our own building again,” 
Sok said. “We continue to 
pray for our mayor and 
leaders that they would 
lead with wisdom.”

Daniel Patterson, acting 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, said, 
“A pandemic is no excuse 
to run roughshod over reli-
gious liberty. While it never 
should have had to go to 
these lengths, Capitol Hill 
Baptist Church has rightly 
prevailed.”

The ERLC worked dur-
ing the pandemic to provide 
guidance to state and local 
officials regarding religious 
liberty considerations.

In the settlement, D.C. 
agreed to “not enforce any 
current or future COVID-19 
restrictions to prohibit 
CHBC from gathering as 
one congregation” in the 
district. It also agreed to 
“not impose restrictions on 

CHBC that are more restric-
tive than the restrictions 
on comparable secular ac-
tivities, as defined by the 
Supreme Court.” The settle-
ment specified the agree-
ment is not an admission 
the district government 
violated federal or D.C. law.

The church, which had 
a Sunday morning atten-
dance of about 1,000 before 
the pandemic, filed suit in 
September 2020 after the 
D.C. government rejected 
its request for a waiver 
from Bowser’s order despite 
the church’s commitment 
to require social distancing 
and the wearing of masks 
outdoors. At the time, the 
order restricted religious 
gatherings to 100 people 
or 50 percent of capacity, 
whichever is less, whether 
they were held indoors or 
outdoors.

In its complaint, the 
church contended Bowser’s 
order had been applied in 
a discriminatory manner, 
permitting gatherings of 
thousands for other events 

while severely limiting the 
meetings of churches and 
other religious bodies.

The church said in the 
suit it “has a sincerely held 
religious belief that the 
physical, corporate gather-
ing of its entire congrega-
tion each Sunday is a cen-
tral element of religious 
worship commanded by 
the Lord.” Therefore, the 
church’s leaders chose long 
ago not to hold multiple 
services, and senior pastor 
Mark Dever decided not to 
live stream sermons during 
the pandemic because such 
a video “is not a substitute 
for a covenanted congrega-
tion assembling together,” 
according to the suit.

In his opinion, McFadden 
said D.C. “misses the point” 
when it proposes CHBC 
“hold multiple services, host 
a drive-in service, or broad-
cast the service online or 
over the radio,” which oth-
er churches in the district 
have done.

“The District may think 
that its proposed alterna-
tives are sensible substi-
tutes,” McFadden wrote. 
“And for many churches 
they may be. It is for the 
Church, not the District 
or this Court, to define for 
itself the meaning of ‘not 
forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together’” (from 
Hebrews 10:25).

D.C. did not meet the re-
quirements for hindering 

religious freedom under 
RFRA, McFadden wrote. 
The 1993 federal law re-
quires the government to 
have a compelling interest 
and use the narrowest pos-
sible means in burdening 
religious exercise. McFad-
den said the D.C. govern-
ment’s support for mass 
protests in June 2020 at-
tended by thousands or 
tens of thousands of people 
“undermines its conten-
tion that it has a compel-
ling interest in capping the 
number of attendees at the 
Church’s outdoor services.”

From mid-June until the 
court decision enabled it to 
meet outdoors in the dis-
trict, CHBC held corporate 
worship outdoors on Sun-
day afternoons at the prop-
erty of a Southern Baptist 
church in Alexandria, Va., 
where requirements were 
less restrictive. The church 
desired, however, to meet 
outdoors in D.C., where 
more than 60 percent of its 
850 members lived.

After the court ruling, 
CHBC gathered outside in 
November and December in 
D.C. before meeting in Janu-
ary and February on Sun-
day evenings in a church 
auditorium in Maryland. 
The church began meeting 
outdoors again in March 
before returning to its own 
auditorium after receiving 
a waiver from the D.C. gov-
ernment in late April.  

Capitol Hill Baptist Church, D.C. settle religious liberty suit
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A PANDEMIC IS NO EXCUSE TO RUN ROUGHSHOD 
OVER RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. WHILE IT NEVER SHOULD 
HAVE HAD TO GO TO THESE LENGTHS, CAPITOL HILL 

BAPTIST CHURCH HAS RIGHTLY PREVAILED. 

—DANIEL PATTERSON, ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE ERLC


